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Adjunct survey reflects 
professors’ concerns 


Health insurance and 
salary among 


major concerns 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


A national survey of part-time 
and adjunct higher education faculty 
mirrored many concerns that adjunct 
faculty here at NECC have, particu- 
larly in the areas of job security, 
opportunity for professional growth, 
salaries and benefits such as health 
insurance. 

The “American Academic” sur- 
vey, released on March 22 by the 
American Federation of Teachers 
(AFT), is a national sample of 500 
part-time and adjunct faculty 
employed at two- and four-year pub- 
lic and private colleges that aimed to 
reflect a picture of who these faculty 
members are, their working condi- 
tions and the challenges they face. 

Sandra Schroeder, an AFT vice 
president, noted the importance of 
adjunct faculty members and their 
concerns. 

“Because part-time and adjunct 
faculty now comprise three-quarters 
of the teaching force in our colleges 
and universities, their concerns can- 
not be ignored,” she said. “The con- 
cerns of part-time and adjunct faculty 
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- Amadyson Rafael was one of the winners of the 
' limbo contest at the luau held on campus on 
V Vednesday, March 10. 
For more on the luau, see page 6. 


Julie Varney photos 
Science lab E-352 shows the damage caused by plas- |A security guard looks on 


tic model human rib cage that was left on a heater to |as firefighters vent smoke 
dry causing a potential fire that had to be extinguished. from the E building. 


speak to the issue of the continued, 
harmful disinvestment in our higher 
education faculty, which ultimately 
will impact students.” 

This survey was conducted at a 
time when the numbers of adjunct 
faculty members employed at col- 
leges had increased. 

More than half of the undergrad- 
uate courses at public colleges across 
Massachusetts and the entire nation 
are taught by part-time instructors, 
according to the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association. ; 

‘ete there are 4,300 adjunct 
faculty teaching at the states' 15 com- 
munity colleges, according to the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association. 
There are 13 percent more adjuncts 
teaching at community colleges now 
than six years ago, due mainly to the 
recent spike in student enrollment. 

These adjunct professors also 
make up two-thirds of community 
college faculty statewide, according 
to the Massachusetts Community 
College Council, the union that rep- 
resents all faculty and professional 
staff at the college. At NECC, in 
spring 2009, adjunct professors made 
up slightly more than two-thirds of 
the faculty, with 290 part-time 
adjunct faculty members teaching 
one or more class and 131 full-time 
faculty members. 

Previous AFT reports have 
shown that colleges and universities 
increasingly rely on contingent facul- 


ty and instructors, who are cheaper 
for colleges to hire, as they often 
work without fair wages, job security 
and professional support. Many part- 
time and adjunct faculty receive 
lower wages as compared to a full- 
time professors’ salary, even those 
who work the equivalent of full-time, 
and many have to teach multiple 
courses at more than one -institution 
to patch together a full-time living. 
The survey found that 34 percent of 
part-time faculty members have a 
single job as an adjunct professor and 
28 percent have multiple teaching 
jobs. 

About 57 percent of those sur- 
veyed said their salaries fall short. 
Unlike full-time professors, adjuncts 
are paid on a per-course basis. Of 
those surveyed, 42 percent reported 
earning more than $2,500 per course, 
and 35 percent reported earning more 
than $15,000 annually from part-time 
teaching. According to _ the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association, 
in the state community college sys- 
tem adjuncts are paid between $2,535 
and $3,069 per three-credit course. 

The lack of health insurance was 
a major issue for many adjuncts as 
shown in the survey. Only 28 percent 
of those surveyed said they receive 
health insurance on the job, with 
community colleges having the low- 
est rate at 16 percent. 


Continued on Page 7 


heavy smoke 


Fire Department 
responds to potential 
fire on campus 


By STEPHANIE MEEGAN 
Correspondent 


The Haverhill Fire Department 
responded to a potential fire in a sci- 
ence lab at NECC on Monday, March 
8, as heavy smoke filled the hallways 
of the E building and caused students 
to be evacuated and classes canceled. 

According to Haverhill Police, 
officers were dispatched to the cam- 
pus at 9:15 p.m. on Monday, March 8 
on a report of smoke in the E build- 
ing. 

Upon arrival police officers did a 
walk-through of the building and 
found heavy smoke in the science 
wing of the building. The Haverhill 
Fire Department arrived on scene 
shortly after. 

_ Campus security told police that 
someone in room E-352 placed a 


model of a human rib cage on a 


heater to dry. The model of the rib 
cage began to melt causing it to drip 
into the heater, causing the smoke. 

The heavy white smoke filled the 
halls of the building causing students 
to be evacuated and classes, in both E 
and B buildings, to be canceled for 
the rest of the night. 

The amount of smoke was abun- 
dant, causing it to become thick, 
white and hard to see through. The 
fire department had to vent out the 
building with fans. 

Police checked the science lab 
for damage but only found the model 
rib cage itself to be damaged. 

The scene was cleared at approx- 
imately 9:40 p.m., and students were 
allowed back into the building to 
retrieve their belongings. 

The thick scent of burned plastic 
remained in the building after the 
scene was cleared. The science lab 
had to be thoroughly cleaned of the 
white powder that was left behind 
from the fire extinguisher. 


Staff writer Julie Varney 
contributed to this report 
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Stay strong in 
semester’s home stretch 
ia ease 


but also looking forward to what’s 
next with excitement and anticipa- 
tion. Having a well-deserved break 
from classes over the summer is 
something many students look for- 
ward to. 

But we have to keep in mind that 
we are still in school, and it deserves 
our full focus, or at least as much of. 
it as we can muster when the win- 
dows are open and the warm breeze 
is blowing in from outside. 

These next weeks will go by fast, 
and especially for those of us who are 
leaving NECC this year we should 
try to enjoy it. There’s still plenty of 
homework, papers and exams 
between now and May, however 
there are also still good friends, fun 
times and lifelong memories to be 
experienced here too. 


As students return from spring 
break, there is a prevailing feeling 
among many, and that is how many 
more weeks until summer break. 
That is because for many spring 
fever and ‘senioritis’ has already set 
in. 

A major contributor to that feel- 
ing was the week of near perfect 
weather we were graced with over 
break, making us urge even more for 
those long, warm summer days. In 
fact, the days are longer, with the 
. daylight savings time change also 
occurring over break. 

This lends itself to thought of 
being outside, not thoughts of sitting 
in a classroom. 

Also, for the many students who 
are graduating this semester, the 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 
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Smoking ban is ineffective 


Security tries, but 
culprits still manage 


to smoke 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Hazardous 
. fumes lurk 
- outside the C- 
‘| building and 
around = arbi- 
j trary corners 
on the NECC 
campus, 
drenching the air with the illegal, 
unwarranted scent of nicotine, wait- 
ing to be inhaled by unsuspecting 
individuals. 

The security guards constantly 
pedal their oversized blue tricycles 
searching for those “offenders” vio- 
lating the “Smoke-Free 
Environment Policy.” Yet, somehow 
they escape and the evidence of this 
cancerous smoke remains stagnant 
throughout the mid-morning ‘air. 

The no smoking ban is rarely 


enforced though for these “offend- 
ers” are slick and quick, congregat- 
ing at different areas, then, quickly 
dispersing into opposite directions. 

As being caught doing the 
“unthinkable” means handing over 
cig money for the next few days. 

This rarely if ever happens since 
the perpetrator usually makes a mad 
dash towards any open motor vehi- 
cle. 

Chief of Eagle Security Bill 
Blouin described what he would or 
wouldn’t do if a situation like this 
one occured. 

“I'm not going to chase you,” 
said Blouin. 

During the morning of March 
12, a few dozen burnt cigarette 
butts lay scattered across the back- 
side of the C-building. Along with a 
group of students satisfying their 
“unmentionable” addictions, huffing 
and puffing on cigarettes. 

“They've never disciplined 
me...they (the security) tell me to go 
hide,” said NECC student Ricky 
Fugge while smoking a cigarette. 

Fugge's friend Shawn O'Neill 
nodded in agreement when Fugge 
said the smoking ban is “definitely 
not” working. 


“It wouldn't be such a big deal if 
people didn't litter,” O'Neill said. 

O'Neill also mentions that when- 
ever he satisfies his nicotine addic- 
tion on campus he always throws 
away the evidence. 

“We try to be as vigilant or care- 
ful as we can be,” said Blouin. 

According to Blouin, the securi- 
ty staff disciplines more than 25 stu- 


The consequences for violating 
the policy are a warning for the first 
offense. A $25 fine for the second 
transgression, which, would be 
voided if they signed a waiver 
“agreeing” they would “never” 
smoke on campus “again”. A $100 
fine for the third offense and an 
automatic suspension for the fourth 
offense. 


They’ve never disciplined me... they (the 
security) tell me to go hide. 


-Ricky Fugge 


dents per day. 

Blouin also said enforcing the 
smoking ban is difficult because 
many students do not have cars. 
Therefore, when all the smokers are 
in the parking lot, the security has 
done their job. 

“All we can do is the best we 
can,” Blouin added. 


Associate Dean of Student Life 
Nita M. Lamborghini receives the 
incident reports from the security 
guards and disciplines the offenders 
who violate the policy. 

“I have received three inci- 
dents,” Lamborghini said. 

The “Smoke-Free Environment 
Policy” has done nothing except 


cause more of a hassle for the col- 
lege community. 

Honestly, if the NECC adminis- 
tration put the no smoking ban into 
effect for our health they need to 
take a second look at vending 
machines. High fructose corn syrup 
and saturated fat are the main ingre- 
dients in the food they provide. 

Worse, they actually spent 
money buying “No Smoking” signs. 
No one pays attention to the rules 
long enough to care, not even slight- 
ly. 

College already makes us miser- 


- able enough with the five to seven 


page papers due once a term. 
Student's brain cells have dimin- 
ished from stress so much that they 
can barely function. 

Also, college students need to 
start thinking of consequences for 
their actions. Wait, they don't even 
think of the cancerous fumes enter- 
ing their lungs and their teeth yel- 
lowing every time they smoke. 

Futhermore the security guards 
aren't baby sitters and shouldn't have 
to “chase you.” After all, Northern 
Essex is a “community college” and 
not a community day care service. 


Help stop class 
cancelations 


Dear College Community: 


Have any of your classes been 
cancelled due to lack of student 
enrollment? 

Whether it is from paralegal 
courses to hospitality courses, for- 
eign language courses to theater 
courses these cancellations seem to 
be a growing dilemma, and if you 
ask a few sophomore students it is 
almost certain that all of them have 
at least one class that has been can- 
celled throughout their co llege 
careers at NECC. 

Another certainty is that every- 
body who has had their courses c 
ancelled has been adversely affect- 
ed, whether they have taken differ- 
ent cla sses, sometimes at another 


college, or, graver outcomes being, 
their graduations have been 
delayed. 


Another adverse affect is that the 
quality of personalized education 
for the students is decreasing. 

Students will sometimes take 
other classes that have nothing to do 
with their major, like a student who 
wanted to concentrate his courses 
on Chinese culture but had to take 
Spanish as his foreign language 
rather than Chinese, or students will 
take classes out of order, like stu- 
dents taking Legal Research and 
Writing II before Legal Research 
and Writing I for the 2009 academ- 
ic year, just to be able to graduate 
on time. 

Albeit NECC is one of the most 
inexpensive and affordable col- 
leges, however what is currently 
happening to us is unacceptable. 
The education of students should be 


the priority, and classes being can- 
celled would give one the p ercep- 
tion of just the opposite. 

Furthermore, by extension, this 
policy is not cohesive with the 
“Achieving the Dream” slogan 
NECC is associated with. Currently, 
the policy here at NECC requires a 
class to have fifteen students 
enrolled to be able to run. 

We here at Student Senate, how- 
ever, would like to decrease that 
policy's requirement from fifteen 
students to twelve but we need your 
help! 

A quick e-mail including: your 
name, cours e name and number, 
and any anecdotes about how these 
student enrollment bas ed cancella- 
tions have affected you will suffice. 
Please send your e-mail to 
Senate@student.necc.mass.edu or 
Engagement@necc.mass.edu. 

We are currently in the process of 


compiling these anecdotes and will 
use them to try and pursue a change 
in the minimum student enrollment 
policy. Thank you for your support! 
If you have any other issues that 
you would like to present to Student 
Senate that you think will help bet- 
ter the college community please 
send us an e-mail or attend one of 
our videoconference meetings 
(Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
on both campuses please come). 
We welcome new and innovative 
ideas, enjoy seeing new faces, and 
most importantly are here to help! 


Respectfully submitted, 
Ryan Valente, 


Student Senator at Northern Essex 
Community College 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


. 


Addiction 1s 
addiction 


Editor's note: This is a response to 
Aaron Foss's article titled “Just put 
the drink down,” which was pub- 
lished in the March 10, 2010 issue 
of the Observer. 


Dear Aaron: 


You are a complete idiot. Your 
article about alcoholism was the 
most offensive thing I've ever read 
in my entire life. Alcoholism isn't a 
“disease” the way lupus is a disease 
because alcoholism is a mental dis- 
order. 

The fact that you can't compre- 
hend that makes me wonder why 
you are writing for a college news- 
paper instead of for kindergarten- 
ers. 

You don't belong in a place 
where intellectual discussions are 
happening because you do not pos- 
sess the intelligence to understand 
them. Your article not only is void 
of any facts whatsoever, it is just 
rambling whininess. 

Alcoholism is the result of an 
addictive personality disorder. 
Some people are compelled to par- 
ticipate in certain tasks repeatedly 
without the ability to stop, much 
like you are compelled to be a com- 
plete idiot. 

Will power is not something that 
people are born with. It is learned 
through repetition and rationality, 
which you lack. Moreover, AA is 
not designed to get people to stop 
drinking. 

It is designed to put people's 
lives back together after they 
destroyed their families, friends, 


and careers through the excessive 
use of alcohol. After alcoholics get 
their support structure back, they 
are better able to deal with the com- 
pulsion to drink. 

It is real easy to criticize people 
by pointing to the “pop culture” 
“medical” shows, but at least they 
are trying to help people, albeit by 
exploiting them for ratings, but 
everything in the realm of pop cul- 
ture sucks. 

Try really hard next time to use 
whatever exist in that empty melon 
of yours and realize that there is a 
difference between a drunk and an 
alcoholic. 

Drunks want to drink because 
they are losers, but alcoholics are 
compelled to drink be cause they 
are mentally driven to do so. 

Next time you have diarrhea of 
the mouth, please do not write it 
down on paper. Your article isn't 
worth the paper it's written on to be 
used as toilet paper. 

If you want to criticize some- 
thing, try criticizing college news- 
paper “columnist” that think they 
know what their talking about. By 
the way, you're an idiot. 


Sincerely, 


Joshua Bordis 
NECC Student 
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The devastated 
nation continues to 
suffer as aid leaves 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


eA 


The results of 
the $2.2 billion 
of international 
aid sent into 
Haiti is really 
nothing more 


than cheap 
plastic tarps 
serving as 


emergency 
shelter, reeking 
of urine and 


human feces. 

During the coming months when 
floods and hurricanes assault Haiti 
plastic tarps won’t provide adequate 
protection by any means. 

The world has big plans for Haiti. 
However, when is the world going to 
turn these promises and hopes into 
reality? When is the world going to 
prove that it really understands? 

Apparently, the coverage in the 
press was enough to suffice for the 
heartbreak the Haitians experienced; 
more than 220 thousand people dead 
was enough to get some to donate a 
few bucks to a non-profit charity. 

Nearly three months have passed 
since the 7.0 magnitude earthquake 
pulverized Haiti on Jan. 12, yet some 
concerns remain unanswered 
because the Haitians are still bruised, 
battered, and starving. 

Thousands of people received 
medical aid and more than 4.3 mil- 
lion received rations but this is still 
not enough. 

Despite Haitians still being in 
need, the majority of the aid is leav- 
ing the country. Many supplies 
shipped into Haiti still are sitting at 
the Port-au-Prince airport waiting to 
be distributed because the organiza- 
tions there failed to properly handle 
them. 

They figured that just sending 
medical supplies, food and water 
was most convenient or that just giv- 
ing aid to the most populated areas 
was adequate, leaving large areas of 
the Haiti untouched by supplies 
months later. 

Many citizens of Haiti with the 
ability to leave have fled the country 


because living there has become vir- 
tually impossible. 

“T was looking at their faces. They 
were escaping a country and had no 
intention to go back. I feel love for 
the people who have lost 
family...but I believe it's even hard- 
er for the country to see living peo- 
ple that could do so much to rebuild 
Haiti, leave Haiti,” said Prime 
Minister Jean-Max Bellerive to the 
Associated Press. 

The Haitian government has yet to 
show the leadership qualities neces- 
sary to rebuild a nation or make 
rational decisions for the benefit of 
its people. 

They have refused to reopen any 
schools in Haiti, even ones left 
undamaged by the earthquake. 

According to UNICEF, only half of 
the population has ever attended 
school, with two percent attaining as 
high as a high school diploma. This 
makes Haiti one of the least educat- 
ed nations in the Western hemi- 
sphere. 

One of the most important parts of 
any nation rebuilding is education. 
Otherwise, how are future genera- 
tions in Haiti going to learn to han- 
dle other possible catastrophes. 

Haiti's President Rene Preval 
recently spoke with President 
Barack Obama, urging him to scale 
back food aid. He explained to 
Obama that the international food 
aid will prove to be a disincentive for 
the economy to rebuild itself. 

“Tf food and water continues to be 
sent from abroad, that will under- 
mine Haitian national production 
and Haitian trade,” Preval said. 
“Now we have to move more and 
more towards creating jobs so peo- 
ple are paid, and so they themselves 
step in to help Haiti.” 

However, Preval is failing to real- 
ize the disarray Haiti's economy is 
currently experiencing. Food in Haiti 
has nearly tripled from the pre-disas- 
ter market price and people are 
unable to afford the food. 

“The fact is that a lot of these peo- 
ple who are receiving the food assis- 
tance here today would not be able to 
buy the products in the market at 
market prices,” said World Food 
Program representative Silke Buhr 
to the Associated Press. 

Currently the food aid coming into 
the country is not enough. Whenever 
food is distributed the crowds turn 
chaotic. 

U.N. peacekeepers carry pepper 


MCT Campus Photo 


Haiti underwent three days of national mourning, but it will take years more to 


rebuild the country. 


spray and police officers are forced 
to use their batons to keep citizens in 
order. 

In emergency aid camps women 
often are forced to trade sex for 
access to food aid according to a 
report released by Interuniversity 
Institute for Research and 
Development in Haiti. 

The lack of security in camps is 
deplorable. In one camp, holding 
roughly 47 thousand people, girls are 
raped and forced into doing sexual 
favors for men in exchange for shel- 
ter. 

Reports of young girls being sex- 
ually assaulted in the camp are com- 
mon, including a toddler only two 
years old and a seven year old. The 
seven year old was treated and the 
toddler was prescribed antibiotics 
for a gonorrhea infection of the 
mouth. 

"We are aware of problem ... but 
it's not a priority,” Minister Marie- 
Laurence Jocelyn Lassegue said. 
Haitian police officers are said to be 
only a few minutes away from the 


camp but rarely patrol the area. Only 
recently has United Nation's officers 
started patrolling the area. 

Approximately 50 hospitals have 
either collapsed or been condemned 
due to unsafe conditions. Even 
before the earthquake happened, the 
Haitians were in dire need of basic 
medical attention. 

The volunteers who came to Haiti 
after the quake are still treating peo- 
ple, not from injuries sustained dur- 
ing the natural disaster but colds and 
knife wounds. These volunteers will 
soon be leaving Haiti behind. 

This will have an adverse result 
for Haiti because the healthcare sys- 
tem will be transferred back into the 
hands of Haitian officials. 

Wealthy nations are already being 
pursued for more money to start 
rebuilding hospitals and training 
Haitian citizens in the medical field. 

What will happen to the people of 
Haiti after the volunteers leave? The 
people of Haiti have dedicated their 
lives towards rebuilding their coun- 
try but they can't do it by themselves. 


What will happen if the Haitians 
start rebuilding houses without 
enforcing building codes and there is 
other disasters? 

Haitans still need our help and as 
human we need to prove we care. It 
doesn't matter if months or years 
pass by, the people of Haiti cannot 
be left behind. The future of Haiti is 
at stake, and without us it doesn’t 
stand a chance. 

Haitans deserve more than what 
has been provided to them and we 
need to help. 

We need to stop making excuses 
because if this happened to us we 
would want and would expect help 
from other nations. 

“The international community can 
pledge the resources that will be nec- 
essary for a coordinated and sus- 
tained effort,” President Obama said. 
“And, working together, we can 
ensure that assistance not simply 
delivers relief for the short term, but 
builds up Haiti's capacity to deliver 
basic services and provide for the 
Haitian people over the long term.” 


Church cracks down on same sex couples 


Church defends 
decision to exclude 


children from school 


By Rick INGHAM 
Correspondent 


The Catholic 
Church is in the 
news again, this 
time for 
excluding two 
small children 
of a_ lesbian 
couple from re- 
enrolling in the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in 
Denver, CO. 

The Archdiocese of Denver 
defended the school's decision, 
CNN reported on March 10, citing 
the church's doctrine as its key 
defense, causing equal rights groups 


to cry foul 

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput 
provided a written statement on the 
subject to be published by the local 
Catholic newspaper. 

"The Church does not claim that 
people with a homosexual orienta- 
tion are bad,” Chaput wrote, “or that 
their children are less loved by 
God.” 

Chaput explained that the Catholic 
Church teaches any type of sexual 
relation outside of marriage is a sin, 
and since the lesbian couple are not 
married, they're living in sin. 

Archbishop Chaput explained that 
people who do not conform to 
Catholic teachings “have other, 
excellent options for education and 
should see in them the better course 
for their children.” 

The children, whose names were 
not released by CNN, attended the 
school for kindergarten and pre- 
school, but have been denied the 


opportunity to return to the school. 
Marianne Duddy-Burke, executive 
director of DignityUSA, an organi- 
zation which supports 
gay/lesbian/transgender Catholics, 
released a written statement on 
Monday defending the family and 
condemning the decision of the 
School. 

"This action by Catholic officials 
cannot be understood as anything 
other than discrimination on the 
back of a child,” Burke said. “At a 
tender age, this child has learned 
that Catholic officials are willing to 
inflict pain on children and fami- 
lies.” 

Rey. Bill Breslin, pastor of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, deliv- 
ered a sermon in which he agreed 
with the Archdiocese'’s decision. 

"The issue is not about our not 
accepting ‘sinners,’ it is not about 
punishing the child for the sins of 
his or her parents.” said Breslin. “It 


is simply that the lesbian couple is 
saying that their relationship is a 
good one that should be accepted by 
everyone, and the Church cannot 
agree to that." 

There has been a positive reaction 
from the community in support of 
the couple and children. 

Which brings one to ask why the 
church refuses to re-enroll the chil- 
dren after already attending the 


school for a full school year? How 
does the sexual orientation of the 
parents dictate where children can 
attend school? And why make a 
decision that is guaranteed to raise 
negative attention? 

For more information about the 
school visit shjboulder.org or for 
more information about 
DignityUSA visit dignityusa.org. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Genocide remains unknown 


Campaign still draws 
controversy decades 
after killings 


By JOSEF MENDELSOHN 
Correspondent 


In 1915, during the midst of 
World War I, the Ottoman Empire 
began a methodical campaign con- 
cerning the Armenian, Assyrian and 
Greek populations within its bor- 
ders. 

This campaign entailed taking 
families of these ethnic back- 
grounds and leading them on forced 
marches into Syria designed to end 
in their demise, as well as various 
massacres of said groups. To classi- 
fy this event, Polish lawyer 
Raphael Lemkin coined the term 
genocide in 1943. 

It was the first time the term had 
ever been used. On Thursday, 
March 11, the Swedish Parliament 
passed a resolution-that recognized 
the events as genocide. The meas- 
ure took some time getting to its 
feet, the first attempt was in 2000, 
and the parliament had rejected the 
same conclusion in 2008 but 
Sweden has done well simply by 
joining the paltry 23 countries that 
recognize the events. 

The United States is now a part 
of those countries as well, having 
passed a similar (but non-binding) 
resolution in Congress on March 4. 


Turkey is less enthusiastic. In 
response to the Swedish resolution, 
it recalled its ambassador to 
Ankara. The nation is incredibly 
reluctant to acknowledge the events 
as genocide, despite the fact that 
the word was tailor-made for its 
history. 

When a Turkish website with the 
aim of collecting signatures for a 
collective apology sparked contro- 
versy, Prime Minister Tayyip 
Erdogan publicly commented, say- 
ing “I find it unreasonable to apol- 
ogize when there is no reason.” 

Erdogan is alluding to the posi- 
tion held by many Turks that the 
victims were simply accidental 
casualties of World War I a belief 
somewhat at odds with Article 301. 

Article 301 holds that any act of 
criticism against Turkey, any deni- 
gration of “The Turkish Nation,” is 
a crime that can result in a sentence 
between six months and two years. 
This was put on the books in 2005. 
While new legislature introduced in 
2008 requires that a Minister of 
Justice approve of the case at hand, 
the fact that this is an actual law in 
a developed nation is extremely 
disturbing. 

The reason this is at odds with 
the official position is the fact that 
Turkey is so vehement about exer- 
cising Article 301 while downplay- 
ing the genocide (that is the last 
time you will ever read those three 
words in sequence, by the way) as 
war victims. 


Armenian genocide controversy 


April 24, 1915, was the start of a campaign by Turkish nationalists to deport and kill hundreds of thousands 
of Armenian Christians. For decades, the Turkish government has denied any genocide took place, yet 
acknowledges huge numbers of Armenians died. . 


Background AUSTRO- 
* During Ottoman Empire HUNGARIAN 
Armenians and Turks live in 


EMPIRE 


relative harmony for centuries 


* Late 19th century Armenian 
demand for independence at odds 
with Pan-Turkic empire vision 


* 1912-13: Turkey loses much of its 
European territory; fuels rise of 
nationalist “young Turks" who accuse 
Armenians of disloyalty to the state J 


- Armenians say as many as 
1.5 million died in the genocide 


Ye 


+ Turkish officials say 800,000 Armenians died 


during World War | from a variety of causes 


U.S. position on commemorating the genocide 
The United States has not wanted to anger Turkey, a valued strategic ally 
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Genocide Memorial Day 


April 24 is commemorated 
worldwide by Armenians 


: March 17, 2009 


to Ottoman Empire ? Ronald Reagan : leaders pull Armenian i cuts short the service of ! members endorse a genocide i House members 

describes the Turks’ _—; issues i genocide resolution j U.S.Ambassador John _ resolution; under White House ; reintroduce 

attacks on Armenians : proclamation : from floor minutes i Evans after he says i and Pentagon pressure, the i genocide 

as“...anattemptto —_; making note ; before vote under ; Armenian genocide is an ; resolution stalls after 25 House ; resolution with 

exterminate a race” —? of Armenian ? pressure from ? undeniable historical event } members withdraw support : 77 co-sponsors 
genocide : President Bill Clinton : H i 

Source: McClatchy Washington Bureau, “A Shametul Act” by Taner Akcam, Encyclopedia Britannica, Reuters, Eurasianet © 2009 MCT 


When Nobel Prize-winning 
author Orhan Pamuk commented 
that “Thirty thousand Kurds have 
been killed here, and a million 
Armenians. And almost nobody 
dares to mention that. So I do.” 

Pamuk was accused by national- 
ist lawyer Kemal Kerincsiz and 
charges were brought against him. 
The charges were later dropped, but 


Unhealthy choices 


Food on campus 
does nothing except 
expand waistlines 


By MariA METRAKES 
Correspondent 


Why is it that the snacks offered 
at NECC are all junk food? Why 
can't they provide any healthier 
choices? 

On Monday, March 8, I was not 
able to make myself a lunch and 
needed something to eat in between 
classes. 

I decided to browse what NECC 
offered in the vending machines. I 
noticed one thing they had in com- 
mon, junk food. All NECC students 
have to choose from is chips, pop 
tarts or cookies. 

“They need to have a healthier 
selection of food,” said Stephanie 
Sargent, a fellow NECC student. 

I wanted to further my investi- 
gation and went to the Cyber Café 
located in the One Stop Center. 
Basically all they served was chick- 
en fingers and French fries. 

After that I checked out Jitters 
Café. Jitters does deserve credit 
though, they do have salads and 
some bruised bananas, but most of 
the food there is not real healthy 
food, they deceive you. 

They offer yogurt, but one of the 
first ingredients is sugar, not exactly 
healthy. How is this benefiting the 
students? All it serves to accomplish 
is expanding their waistlines. 
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Sugar and fat are offered at NECC to satisfy all the 
taste of students wandering the halls. 


Students are busy worrying 
about homework getting done and 
studying for tests, the last thing that 
they need to stress over is healthy 
eating. 

“T feel better after I eat healthier 
food,” math tutor, Nathan Ortiz said. 

When people eat healthier they 
feel better and are put into a better 
mood. This helps them think better. 
Healthy food provides nutrients 
your body needs to function. 

A person should, at the very 
least, have more options for healthy 
food that taste good as well. A lot of 
times the healthy food the college 
sells tastes bland. People don't want 
“bland” and instead grab a Snickers 
bar. 

Most students and teachers 
drink soda, whatever happened to 


water? In my biology class, my pro- 
fessor always has a bottle of Pepsi. 
Our bodies are made of mostly 
water, which gives our body what it 
needs. 

People want food and they want 
it now, so convenience is what they 
go for. If a person is in a rush to get 
a coffee, they have a drive through 
window to order from, although it 
seems that takes longer than just 
walking in the door. They grab the 
chips or candy bar because it's right 
there at the edge of their fingertips. 

Make healthy food more con- 
venient and more appealing. 
Students need healthier options than 
just Coke and a Kit Kat. NECC 
needs to provide their students have 
better choices and bring on the 
healthier food. 


others were not so fortunate, fellow 
author Hrant Dink was found guilty 
and later assassinated by radical 
nationalists. Yes, assassinated: 

His son was sentenced to a year in 
prison for printing his “claim” that 
the mass murdering was a geno- 
cide. 

So essentially we have a country 
which, only ninety-five years ago, 


Protests 
funerals 


Is ranting against 
homosexuality a 
basic right? 


By LIZMARIE FLORES 
Correspondent 


Protesting at a fallen soldiers’ 
funeral should not be acceptable. 

Like most Tuesdays in American 
Government and Politics class we 


were discussing current political ~ 


events that we had selected from a 
newspaper. One of the articles my 
professor had read really stood out to 
me, but not in a good way. 

The article in The Boston Globe 
titled "Justices to hear case on anti- 
gay protests," is about members of 
the Westboro Baptist Church in 
Topeka, Kansas who picketed out- 
side of an American soldier's funeral. 

This particular service was held 
for Marine Lance Corporal Mathew 
Snyder, whose parents filed a case to 
be heard in court next October. 

Pastor Fred Phelps and the mem- 
bers of his church, consisting mostly 
of his family members, picket at sol- 
diers’ funerals throughout America, 
arguing that the deaths of American 
soldiers are punishment for the 
nation’s tolerance of homosexuality. 
They hold up signs saying things 
like, "Thank God for Dead Soldiers," 


MCT Campus Graphic 
was host to a horrible atrocity, 
which brought the concept of exter- 
minating a populace into the public 
eye. 

Yet, the issue is still so divisive 
it sparks assassinations and 
prompts governments into tantrums 
but, we've barely heard about all 
this. 

What does that say about us? 


disrupt 


"Semper Fi Fags," "Thank God for 
9/11," and "America is Doomed." 

“To me, it's not what my son 
fought for. They're kicking people in 
the face when they're already down 
on the ground. All I was trying to do 
was bury my son," said Albert 
Snyder, father of Corporal Mathew 
Snyder. 

The court case will be held to 
decide whether these protests are 
protected by the First Amendment, 
giving the basic right of freedom of 
speech. 

Is the distasteful interruption of a 
funeral, offending the families of a 
dead soldier and many other people 
around the world really freedom of 
speech? 

The acts of the Kansas Church 
are both unpatriotic and in simple 
terms: not right. I was shocked in 
class hearing of these people and of 
the case and controversy. "That's dis- 
gusting," said one of my classmates. 

I couldn't find a better phrase to 
describe the distasteful protests done 
at the funerals. 

To the people of the Westboro 
Church, I have nothing to say but, 
"welcome to the real world" and 
"have some morals." 

There are different people all 
over the world and not being able to 
accept certain kinds of people is 
ignorant and it's only common 
decency to respect a funeral especial- 
ly one for a fallen solider. 
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Spurk Memorial 


Scholarship 

A $500 scholarship is avail- 
able for liberal arts students 
who meet the following criteria: 
are residents of the Merrimack 
Valley, are enrolled in a liberal 
arts program at NECC, have 
completed 12 or more credits in 
their program, have a 3.2 GPA 
or better, and submit a 200-500 
word essay and an application 
by April 9. 

Applications are available 
at www.necc.mass.edu/scholar- 
ship. for more information, con- 
tact Professor Stephen Russell 
at srussell@necc.mass.edu or 
978-556-3237. 

Applications for the general 
fall 2010 NECC scholarships 
are also available at the same 
Web site. Applications are due 
by April 9. 


Faculty union offers 


$1,000 scholarship 
NECCPA, the union of 
NECC faculty and professional 
staff, will award a $1,000 schol- 
arship to an outstanding 2010 
graduate. Students are encour- 
aged to apply now. Ask your 
favorite teacher how. 
Applications will also be avail- 
able at the faculty’s annual schol- 
arship fundraising bake sale on 
Friday, April 9, in Spurk lobby. 


Food collection 
drive continues 

This spring the Community 
Outreach Group is holding a 
food collection drive the 
Lazarus house in Lawrence. 
They will be collecting canned 
and non-perishable goods only. 

There will be collection 
bins in the C building lobby, the 
library and both floors of the 
one-stop student center. The 
collection will continue until 
April 7. 

For more information, con- 
tact Meredith Gunning at mgun- 
ning@necc.mass.edu. 


‘NECC’s got talent’ 


The Community Outreach 
Group will hold a talent show 
for members of the NECC com- 
munity on Wednesday, April 7 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
Lecture Hall A in the C build- 
ing. Students, faculty and staff 
are all invited to perform. All 
money raised will go to support 
NECC’s fundraising partner- 
ship with Partners in Health. 
Canned food donations will 
also be accepted. 

Anyone interested in per- 
forming or donating should 
contact Club President Reanne 
Malesky at 
rtmalesky@yahoo.com. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Event gave students 
tips on having a 


_ safe spring break 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


The engagement center 
arranged a luau on March 10, which 
was a change from the usual hand- 
ing out of lollipops wrapped with 
safety tips to students just before 
spring break. 

“We decided to create a party 
atmosphere to pass this message. 
For the many years we have done it, 
it has never been entertaining,” said 
Dina Brown, the head of student 
engagement and one of the main 
organizers of the event. 

The event had a tropical theme 
and generated a Hawaiian atmos- 
phere to those that attended. 

“We are having a party for those 
that will not get a chance to go away 
for spring break,” said Amy Kelly, 
the assistant coordinator of the stu- 
dent activities at the Lawrence cam- 
pus who came up with the idea for 
the event. 

The event kicked off at 11 a.m. 
in the lobby of the D building at the 
Haverhill campus. There were 
activities and sports alike, with the 
goal to encourage students engage 
and participate in making the day a 
success. 

“It was good they had the games 
that people engaged in making it 


better than just sitting around,” said 
Amadyson Rafael, who won a $15 
iTunes gift card after tying with 
Alfredo Hiraldo in limbo. 

The limbo involved participants 
passing under a stick held on both 
ends, with the objective being to 
pass underneath, without touching 
the stick or the ground. 

Before the Limbo students had 
competed in a hula-hoop challenge, 
and listening to the cheers of the 
students, one could tell that they 
were having fun. The activity ended 
up with two winners, who the 
judges had to stop after smooth 
twirls that lasted more than two 
minutes. 

Apart from the physical activi- 
ties, students also engaged in a mind 
joggling activity by playing the 
alcohol Jeopardy which was ran by 
Rob Parker. The goal of the game 
was not to take home a lump sum 
but to gain knowledge and informa- 
tion about drinking. Those that par- 
ticipated and made it to the final 
Jeopardy received an NECC Knight 
printed T-shirt or sweatshirt. 

Many students said that they 
learned a lot from the game and they 
hope that many people will imple- 
ment what they learned. 

“It's good that they showed us 
facts about alcohol and I hope many 
will follow those rules that were 
shown,” said Patrick Nett, who was 
among the T-shirt winners. 

For the students who did not 
have interest in participating in the 
games, they enjoyed free smoothies 
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Noted lecturer, political activist, 
Noam Chomsky will 
speak at NECC on Wednesday, 
April 14 at noon. The location is 
yet to be announced. He will be 
discussing the resurgence of the 


and author 


right wing media. 


er@necc.mass.edu 


Noa Chomsky 
to speak at NECC 


For more information, contact 
Professor Stephen Slaner at sslan- 


students 
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Students. were treated to Maui Wowi smoothies at the 
luau on Wednesday, March 10. 


that were provided by Huck 
Courtemanche. The students also 
received flash cards that had safety 
tips to help those that are traveling 
to plan their trips safely. 

Kelly praised the students for 
showing up and making the day a 


A College 
that fits 
Merrimack. 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 
consider this: 


e Easy transfer application 
process and generous transfer 
credit approval 


¢ Transfer admission for both fall 
and spring semesters 


¢ Housing available to transfer 


¢ Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


¢ Financial aid available for 
transfer students 


¢ Transfer scholarships available to 
eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 


Merrimack College 


ANDOVER, 


success. 

“We had a similar event at the 
Lawrence campus, but the turnout 
wasn't that great,” Brown said, “I 
wish someone will take that knowl- 
edge from the jeopardy garae and 
use it.” 


Contact iekin Melaughtin ¢ at” ! 
mclaughlinj@merrimack.edu, 


www.merrimack.edu 


admissionf@amerrimack.edu 


978-837-5100 


MA 
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AP wire reports 


Obama to sign health bill, 
take it on the road 


WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama is preparing to 
sign a transformative health care 
bill ushering in near-universal 
medical coverage for the first 
time in the nation's history - and 
then hit the road to sell it to a 
reluctant public. 

Obama will travel to Iowa 
City, lowa on Thursday, the White 
House said, as he now turns to 
seeing a companion bill through 
the Senate and selling the health 
care overhaul's benefits on behalf 
of House members who cast risky 
votes. It is most likely that he will 
sign the bill on Tuesday, but plans 
are not yet final, said a senior 
administration official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
to discuss an as-yet-unannounced 
strategy. 

House Democrats voted 219- 
212 late Sunday to send the land- 
mark legislation to Obama. The 
10-year, $938 billion bill would 
extend coverage to 32 million 

“uninsured Americans, reduce 
deficits and ban insurance compa- 
ny practices such as charging 
more to women and denying cov- 
erage to people with pre-existing 
medical conditions. 

A companion package mak- 
ing a series of changes sought by 
House Democrats to the larger 
bill, which already passed the 
Senate, was approved 220-211. 
The fix-it bill will now go to the 
Senate, where debate is expected 
to begin as early as Tuesday. 
Senate Democrats hope to 
approve it unchanged and send it 
directly to Obama, though 
Republicans intend to attempt 
parliamentary objections that 
could change the bill and require 
it to go back to the House. 


PepsiCo to cut sodium, 
sugar, fat in products 


NEW YORK - PepsiCo Inc. 
plans to cut the sodium found in 
each serving of its key brands by 
one-fourth in five years, the com- 
pany announced Monday, as the 
industry deals with pressure from 
the government and health-con- 
scious shoppers who want more 
options. 

The maker of Frito-Lay chips 
and Pepsi drinks announced sev- 
eral nutrition goals Monday at the 
start of a two-day investor confer- 
ence. 

The company also set two 
goals for the next 10 years: to cut 
the average added sugar per serv- 
ing by 25 percent and saturated fat 
per serving by 15 percent, in addi- 
tion to adding more whole grains, 
fruits, vegetables and low-fat 
dairy into its array of products. 

An array of food makers have 
announced similar goals recently 
as they come under more pressure 
from government and consumers. 

Last week the company 
announced it would remove full- 
calorie, sweetened drinks from 
schools worldwide by 2012. 


Eager employees line 
up to meet with 
potential employers 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Correspondent 


The Tech Center was buzzing 
with anticipation on Wednesday, 
March 10 as job-seeking candi- 
dates lined out the door, waiting to 
meet with employers at the job fair 
hosted on campus. 

The event, held from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., attracted people from all 
different ages, professions, nation- 
alities and walks of life all with 
one common purpose: looking for 
employment. 

The fair was put on by Valley 
Works Career center, a one stop 
full service career center offering 
local services to the unemployed 
and those looking to better their 
resume and job seeking skills. 

According to Valley Works 
Business Services Representatives 
Susanne Ingham and Ann Shaw, 
the career center hosts around six 
job fairs per year, and regularly 
holds job fairs at the college. 

Events like this a part of the 
Center's effort to connect job seek- 
ers with local employers for a win- 
win arrangement. 

“We look for the right candi- 
dates for the job... it gives employ- 
ers good candidates (for job posi- 
tions) and gives employees a face 
to face (meeting),” said Ingham. 

Ingham and Shaw say there has 
definitely been a surge in employ- 
ment services due to the decline in 
the economy, but there are recent 
indications that show things might 
be on the rise. : 

“There seems to be a light at 
the end of the tunnel... we’re see- 
ing more job postings... that could 
be indicative that things are on the 
rise,” said Shaw. 

Ingham also said they are also 
seeing more job openings for high- 
er rank positions, rather than just 
low-level entry positions. 

This is the kind of good news 
job seeker Flavia Garcia, who 
attended the job fair, was looking 
to hear. Garcia was looking for 


Job fairs, like this one shown at Drexel University, 
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typically draw big crowds in today’s economy. 


available positions in her field of 
expertise: business operations and 
finances. Before she was laid off 
from her previous job she worked 
for the same company for ten years 
and now she is forced to start over 
again. 

“IT would have to start working 
from the bottom up again,” said 
Garcia. 

While she was not able to find 
any positions as high on the totem 
pole as she was hoping, she 
remained positive that something 
profitable could come from the 
filed applications in the future. 

However, there were still hun- 
dreds of applicants to only a hand- 
ful of companies with open posi- 
tions. 

Employers at the event includ- 
ed staffing agencies Aerotek 
Staffing Services, American 
Resource Staffing and Encore 
Staffing Solutions, as well as a 
diverse collaboration of compa- 
nies: New York Life Insurance, 


Frito-Lay, Raytheon, True 
Green/ChemLaw, Magellan 
Aerospace Corporation, Strem 


Chemicals Inc., Charles River 
Laboratories and Freedom Fertility 
Pregnancy, as well as Lawrence 
General Hospital. 

Raytheon and Lawrence 
General Hospital were the most 
popular companies, with lines of 


candidates who waited to speak 
with company representatives. 

In order to get into the job fair, 
attendees either had to be a pre- 
registered member of Valley 
Works, or fill out a form and sign 
up at the door. 

The Career Center is city, state 
and federally funded and offers a 
wide range of unemployment’ and 
job seeking services, with offices 
in Lawrence and Haverhill. 

In addition to job fairs, mem- 
bers of Valley Works are also given 
access to their other services that 
include specialized disability and 
veteran services, and focused 
youth services that provide. These 
include employment services, edu- 
cational services, work experience 
opportunities, workshops and 
career counseling for candidates 
between the ages of 14-21. 

Valley Works also offers 
numerous workshops on topics 
such as Intro to Computers, Small 
Business Administration, Mock 
Interviewing, Resume Assistance, 
ABC’s to an Easier Job Search and 
many more. 

Job seekers interested in a list 
of available workshops and other 
services can contact Valley Works 
at 978-722-7000 ext. 8888 or visit 
valleyworks.cc for a complete list 
of the available services and work- 
shops. 


Insurance among concerns 


Continued from Page | 


This issue was such a concern 
amongst adjunct community college 
professors in Massachusetts, that a 
group of five professors, including 
one from NECC, filed a lawsuit 
alleging the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts is denying health 
insurance to adjunct faculty working 
at community and state colleges. The 
lawsuit seeks health insurance cover- 
age for part-time professors who 
teach five or more courses per semes- 
ter at state public higher education 
institutions, yet are not covered by 
the state's health insurance plan. 

Despite these concerns, the sur- 
vey showed a majority of part-time 
and adjunct faculty are committed to 
their profession because they enjoy 
teaching. 

Most of those surveyed, 57 per- 
cent said they are in their jobs prima- 
tily because they like teaching and 
not primarily for the money. Job sat- 


isfaction was also rated fairly high, 
about 60 percent overall. Community 
college instructors reported the high- 
est amount of job satisfaction, with 
68 percent very or mainly satisfied. 

“I teach the amount that I do 
because I love the work, I like mak- 
ing a difference in the lives of my stu- 
dents, and it helps me to make the 
money I need to live modestly. 
However, it is frustrating to give so 
much and get so little in return,” said 
NECC English Instructor Patrick 
Lochelt, who is a plaintiff in the 
Massachusetts health insurance law- 
suit. 

Lochelt teaches eight classes, 
more than a full-time course load, at 
NECC, Middlesex Community 
College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell. He is paid 
about $2,900 per course at the com- 
munity colleges and pays for private 
health insurance costs out of pocket. 

The Massachusetts Teachers 
Association said situations like 
Lochelt's, and the treatment of 


adjunct faculty members, is unfair 
and well documented and well 
known in Massachusetts and across 
the country. 

“These part-time instructors sac- 
rifice and persist because they love 
their work. They persist in a chal- 
lenging work environment, and 
wages are just one part of the prob- 
lem,” said NECC English Professor 
Joseph LeBlanc, president of the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council. 

LeBlanc's sentiment 
echoed nationwide. 

“The survey confirms something 
all of us who work side by side with 
adjunct colleagues know: They are 
committed teachers. But it also 
exposes how universities have 
exploited that commitment and 
imposed unacceptable, unprofession- 
al conditions on the majority of the 
faculty,” said Barbara Bowen, an 
AFT vice president. 


is also 
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Massive sandstonms choke 
cities across China 


BEIJING - Sandstorms whip- 
ping across China shrouded cities 
in an unhealthy cloud of sand and 
grit Monday, with winds carrying 
the pollution outside the main- 
land as far as Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. 

It was the latest sign of the 
effects of desertification: 
Overgrazing, deforestation, 
urban sprawl and drought have 
expanded deserts in the country's 
north and west. The shifting 
sands have gradually encroached 
onto populated areas and wors- 
ened sandstorms that strike cities, 
particularly in the spring. 

Winds blowing from the 
northwest have been sweeping 
sand across the country since 
Saturday, affecting Xinjiang in 
the far west all the way to Beijing 
in the country's east. The sand 
and dust were carried to parts of 
southern China and even to cities 
in Taiwan, 1600 miles (2600 kilo- 
meters) away from _ Inner 
Mongolia where much of the pol- 
lution originated. 

The sandstorm in Taiwan, an 
island 100 miles (160 kilometers) 
away from the mainland, forced 
people to cover their faces to 
avoid breathing in the grit that 
can cause chest discomfort and 
respiratory problems even in 
healthy people. Drivers com- 
plained their cars were covered in 
a layer of black soot in just 10 
minutes. 

A massive sandstorm hit 
Beijing in 2006, when winds 
dumped about 300,000 tons of 
sand on the capital. . 


UN: Polluted water killing, 
sickening millions 


NAIROBI, Kenya - More 
people die from polluted water 
every year than from all forms of 
violence, including war, the 
U.N. said in a report Monday 
that highlights the need for clean 
drinking water. 

The report, launched 
Monday to coincide with World 
Water Day, said an estimated 2 
billion tons of waste water - 
including fertilizer run-off, 
sewage and industrial waste - is 
being discharged daily. That 
waste fuels the spread of disease 
and damages ecosystems. 

"Sick Water" - the report 
from the U.N. Environment 
Program - said that 3.7 percent 
of all deaths are attributed to 
water-related diseases, translat- 
ing into millions of deaths. More 
than half of the world's hospital 
beds are filled by people suffer- 
ing from water-related illnesses, 
it said. 

The report says that it takes 
3 liters of water to produce one 
liter of bottled water, and that 
bottled water in the U.S. requires 
the consumption of some 17 mil- 
lion barrels of oil yearly. 
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* NECC’s production of 
Shakespeare’s “Merchant Of 
Venice” will be performed at 
7:30 p.m. in the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw Theater on the 
third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing. Additional performances 
will be held on March 27, April 
1, 2, 3 at 7:30 p.m. 

For more_ information, 
contact contact Susan 
Sanders at 978-556-3374 or 
ssanders @necc.mass.edu. 


14 WEDNESDAY 


® A viewing and panel dis- 
cussion. of the documentary 
“Through Deaf Eyes,” will be 
held in TC-103 with the movie 
from 10 -11:30 a.m., panel 
discussion from 11:30 a.m.- 
1pm and the movie again from 
1pm-2:30pm. 

The event is sponsored by 
NECC’s Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Services, Deaf 


Studies, Diversity Committee 
and Gallaudet 
Regional Center. 


University 


® The Essex Chamber 
Music Players Concert will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Technology Center. 


For more information, 
contact Mike Finegold at 
978-470-1584 or 


ecmp314 @comcast.net. 


® The Music Program at 
NECC will offer a free piano 
workshop by renowned. 
NECC faculty member 
Christina Dietrich from 5 to 7 
p.m. in the Technology 
Center. The workshop is 
open to students of all levels 
of playing ability. 

For more 
contact Professor 
Langer at 978-556-3223. 


information, 
Ken 


* NECC’s Still Point 
Dance Performance will be 
held at 8 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness Center, with an addi- 
tional performance on 
Saturday, May 1. 

For more _ information, 
contact Michelle Deane at 
978-556-3597 or 
mdeane @ necc.mass.edu. 


Blast of spring 
warms up icy spirits 
at NECC 


By MIKE DONOVAN 


Correspondent 
The beautiful scenery of 
Northern Essex’s neighboring 


Kenoza Lake has many people 
coming out of winter hibernation. 
Haverhill resident Patricia 
MacDonald and longtime friend 
Donna Fusilli made their way out 
to their favorite spot on Kenoza 
Basin to talk and enjoy the sun. 
“The rain will get the flowers to 
bloom,” MacDonald said, when 
asked about the impending rain that 


“will follow the recent warm streak. 


This optimism may have been 
what had the two half joking about 
Fusilli being without power for 
four days after the storm in late 
February. Even though it was the 
sun that had these two friends out- 
doors, in previous years they would 
enjoy the trails of Winnekenni Park 
on cross country skis. 

The park offers over ten miles 
of fairly easy walking, biking or 
hiking trails and more difficult 
trails for those looking for more of 
a challenge. The forest trails that 
wrap around Kenoza Lake aren’t 
commonly used by the many com- 
muters who attend Northern Essex 
but that does not mean they were 
spared from the violent damage of 


Local I 


Professor Lochelt 
gives Parnassus a 
helping hand 


LINDSEY DASKE 
Correspondent 


Thanks to talented Faculty 
Adviser Patrick Lochelt there has 
been significant improvement in not 
only content but also the appearance 
of Parnassus. Lochelt hails from 
sunny Sacramento where he attend- 
ed community college for three 
years before going to California 
State University Sacramento. He 
currently teaches English 
Composition at Middlesex, Lowell, 
and still manages to teach and 
advise here at Northern Essex. 

When he began teaching here in 
2005 he was fortunate enough to 
receive an e-mail that Parnassus was 
looking for an advisor. This was 
right up Lochelt’s alley. He jumped 
on the chance with little competi- 
tion, and before he knew it he was 
the new adviser for Northern 
Essex’s literary magazine. 

“It was a dream come true,” said 
Lochelt. 

He began to explain to me the 
changes he has implemented since 
he began advising. Previously 
Parnassus has a saddle binding 
which pales in comparison to the 
new perfect binding. There had 
never been full color inside the 
magazine before Lochelt. Another 
addition he made was the guest and 


the storm. Mountain bikers, walk- 
ers and dogs alike are forced to step 
over the countless fallen trees that 
litter many of the park’s paths. The 
new terrain makes for a more chal- 
lenging walk but it is always enjoy- 
able when admiring the effects of 
the recent storm. 

Winnekenni Park has been a 
favorite recreation spot since the 
1800’s and also became Haverhill’s 
first public park. For those who 
have wondered where the name 
Winnekenni comes from, it is trans- 
lated from the Algonquin dialect 
and means “very beautiful.” 

The park is perfect for studying 
nature and has countless pictur- 
esque scenes ideal for photography. 
The park is over 700 acres and con- 
sists of Kenoza Basin, Kenoza 
Lake and Plug Pond, also known as 
Lake Saltonstall. For those looking 
to enjoy the water up close, Kenoza 
Basin and Plug Pond are open to 
fishing and boating. Plug also has a 
designated swimming area avail- 
able in the summer time. 
Unfortunately the big lake, 
Kenoza, which is visible from 
Northern Essex in Haverhill, is not 
open to “Fishing, boating, hunting, 
bathing, wading, swimming, and 
ice-related activities,” according to 
the City of Haverhill’s official Web 
site. But it’s for good reason: the 
lake has been contributing to 
Haverhill’s drinking water supply 
since 1871. With the sun shining 
and the ice thinning, the area is 
becoming lively again. Winnekenni 
Park is an ecological treat to have 


it mag 


faculty author and the gallery sec- 
tion. 

Before 2005, Parnassus was 
releasing a spring and fall edition. 
This is something else that Lochelt 
has altered about the magazine. It 
now is only released annually at the 
end of spring semester. 

Lochelt explained that the more 
you can get done at one time, the 
better off you are. Instead of split- 
ting their budget in two to create 
two decent magazines why not put 
all your efforts into making one 
extraordinary magazine? That is 
exactly what the new Parnassus did. 
The only problem was that since 
they were only publishing one edi- 
tion instead of two the school cut 
their budget in half. If you’re only 
doing half of what you were doing 
before, then you must only need half 
the money, right? Wrong. 

To rectify this, Parnassus organ- 
ized a fundraiser and a donation 
program. The fundraiser in 2008 
alone brought in nearly $400. Not to 
mention all the charitable donations 
from all around the community. 

“I knew what could make it 
work,” Lochelt said. 

He has taken Parnassus to a 
whole different level, and he’s not 
stopping anytime soon. His plans 
for the future include trying to 
develop Parnassus into a class ver- 
sus just an academic club. He wants 
Parnassus to be a reason that 
Northern Essex stands out among 
all the other higher education estab- 
lishments in the area. With the 
steady progress Parnassus is mak- 
ing, this goal is not out of reach. 


next door 


Courtesy photo 


A nice long walk along Kenoza Lake is sure to calm 
students down after the stress of midterm exams 


so close, to the Northern Essex of 
Haverhill campus. Many people do 
not treat the park as well as they 
should and litter is abundant. Those 
who would like to enjoy NECC’s 
beautiful neighbor should always 
remember to take out what they 


carry in or even take out more. The 
beautiful scenery and trails make 
for a great way for students, teach- 
ers, dogs and anyone else, to enjoy 
a short break or an entire day of 
relaxation. 


gets a boost 


Professor Lochelt goes the extra mile for the student 
run magazine ‘Parnassus.’ Here he is seen holding up 
a ‘Help Save Parnassus’ sign at Spring Jam 2009. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Local musician gaining fame 


Boston native Tim 
Williams talks about 


his career 


By JOE BIANCO 
Correspondent 


Tim Williams is a musician who 
started out in Boston, Mass. It was 
there he self-released his EP “Songs 
for the Commute.” A year after his 
start in Boston, he moved to New 
York, where his writing started to 
shine. While in New York, he wrote 
two full length albums which were dis- 
tributed under indie label Dovecote 
Records. He started gaining more 
exposure by playing in small venues 
around the US, where he met a produc- 
er Dave Lynch who would initially 
sign him if he were to go back to the 
UK. So Williams ‘moved in with some 
friends for the time being in the UK, 
where he met up with Lynch and 
began to record his newest album. 
That album was “When Work Is 
Done,” and that was his first album 
release with national recognition. 

I recently had the chance to inter- 
view Williams about his musical 
career. Inspiration is something every- 
one needs to get started, whether it's a 
little thing, or something life changing. 

“J guess it was one of those things 


I just did and never looked back. If I 
had to point to the person who helped 
me out most when I was starting out it 
would be my older brother Robert. He 
was the first person to take what I was 
doing seriously and I think that is the 
main reason for the success I have 
had,” said Williams. Behind every 
inspiration in writing music comes 
motivation as well. “I really like the 
process of it all. It's just me and my 
thoughts and all the colors I want to 


actually had 5 songs on OTH since 
then and couldn't be happier with how 
they were used. I was really happy that 
the music supervisor was a fan of 
mine. You really need all the help you 
can get in this business,” Williams 
said. 

Williams has played at many ven- 
ues in both the states and UK. “My 
favorite venue in the States is World 
Cafe Live in Philadelphia. "Murderous 
Air" is my favorite [song]. Matt Welsh, 


...JDo your own a 5 
don’t treat music 


art! 


write often, and 
competition - it’s 


— Tim Williams 


add to the picture. The more I do it, the 
more I want to do it more.” 

Williams has had a song on the tel- 
evision show “Cougar Town,” and five 
songs featured in the teen drama “One 
Tree Hill.” When asked about the 
whole experience and feelings of 
everything, especially with One Tree 
Hill, he answered in a satisfied tone. 

“T found out my song was. going to 
be on One Tree Hill from a phone call 
from someone at Dovecote Records 
while I was living in Nashville. I have 


Vengeance 
is sweet 


God of War IIT hits 
the shelves, and the 


mark 


By STEPHEN TONEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Riding the back of a mighty 
Titan, on the ascent to the home of 
the gods, Mount Olympus, the God 
of the sea, Poseidon, unleashes his 
fury in attempt to squash Kratos’ 
efforts to bring down the powerful 
Zeus, and finally complete his ven- 
gance upon the tyrannical gods. 
Kratos is suddenly surrounded by 
massive horses with crab-like appen- 
deges conjured from pummeling 
water, and it's only the first level of 
the game. 

On March 16, PlayStation 3 own- 
ers were finally able to play the game 
that has been three years coming, and 
is meant to close one of the most epic 
game trilogies of all time. The title 
exclusive to the Sony empire has 
been anticipated by casual gamers 
and industry insiders alike, and that 
game is God of War 3. 

The God of War series follows a 
human Spartan warrior by the name 
of Kratos and his attempts to bring 
down the mightiest gods of Greek 


mythology, fueled by unstoppable 


rage for being used as a pawn to do 
the gods’ dirty work. Kratos must 
overcome countless mythical beings, 
gods, and any other obstacles that 
may stand in his way in his vengance 
against the all powerful beings. 

This action/adventure title is 
foremost a work of art in both audio 
and video. As you follow the power- 
ful Kratos through the depths of 


Hades' underworld with eerie shrieks 
and screams, to the peak of Mount 
Olympus with birds chirping, you 
cannot help but notice the jaw drop- 
pingly well done environments. The 
surroundings immerse you into the 
game, and give you a feeling that this 
is what ancient Greece looked like, 
and feel as realistic as possible for a 
video game, though it doesn't stop 
with the enviornments. 

The excruciating amounts of 
detail put into the characters and ene- 
mies make them look like they can 
jump right out of the screen. The 
smashes of rocks, crashing of swords 
and sounds of bones crushing throw 
you into the heat of every battle, 
small or large. 

As Kratos battles his way 
through the game, he comes upon a 
variety of weapons to add to his arse- 
nal, all with their own abilities and 
specific uses. They aren't just generic 
boosts that are just visually different, 
but rather given to you to figure out 
the perfect times to use them. 
Nothing about the God of War 3 is 
generic. Every puzzle brings differ- 
ent challenges, and every enemy 
brings original ways to decimate 
your way to Zeus. 

God of War 3 brings about the 
perfect closing to an unbelievable 
trilogy, and a reason for people to 
own a PlayStation 3. With beautiful 
visuals, epic audio, flawless yet chal- 
lenging gameplay, Sony has outdone 
themselves again. The only room for 
improvement could have been mak- 
ing it a little longer, but with the chal- 
lenges waiting for you after you beat 
the game, and rumored download- 
able content in the future, God of War 
3 is a must own for fans of the series, 
or owners of a PlayStation 3. 


Misty Boyce and I have killer har- 
monies for this jam,” Williams said, 
when asked what his favorite place to 
play at is and what his favorite song to 
play was. 

“Hmm.... I would have to say 
"Novel", "Tape Your Head", "I Hit 
Another Wall" and "Oceans.” And just 
like every artist, they each have some- 
one they're listening to know, or in this 
case, craving. “I'm on a Ramones kick 
at the moment. They were so good,” 
said Williams, in regards to songs to 


Courtesy photo 


Tim Williams’ most recent full length album, “Careful 


Love.” 


have new listeners hear for a first 
impression. 

Tim Williams has three full length 
records out right now, which are "Tales 
of Digression," "When Work Is Done," 
and "Careful Love.” Williams clearly 
has experience with his three full 
length albums and five years of play- 
ing live shows. I ended the interview 
with the question I end all of them 
with, “Do you have any advice for an 
independent musician trying to start 


off?” Williams’ answer was simple, 
and he got right to the point with what 
was purely important. 

“Yes, do your own thing, write 
often, and don't treat music as a com- 
petition - its art!” said Williams. 

Williams has his newest album, 
“Careful Love,” out now, and anyone 
who's a fan of mellow music, or a fan 
of discovering music in general, 
should check him out. You won't regret 
it! 


Shakespeare on stage at NECC 


Courtesy photo 


“The Merchant of Venice,” which was written by William Shakespeare at the end of the 16th Century, 
may be classified as a romantic comedy, but it is perhaps best known for its dramatic scenes, all of which can 
be viewed during NECC’s production Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, March 26 through April 3, in the 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater on the third floor of the Spurk building 

“The Merchant of Venice is listed as a comedy,” said Jim Murphy, theater professor and director of the 
production. “We, however, do not commonly view it that way. If we were to randomly ask folks if the play, 
about Shylock, was a comedy or a tragedy, my guess is, folks would say tragedy. They would also say the 
merchant of the play is Shylock! When, in fact, he is not. As always, we choose to do a play because it is 
intriguing and we are hopeful it will prove to be a good learning experience for actor and audience alike.” 

Play dates are March 26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. and April 1, 2, and 3 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket prices are $10 gen- 


eral admission and $8 for students and seniors. 


www.mvarts.info. 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 


Tickets can be purchased at the door or online at 
For more information, contact Professor Susan Sanders at 978 556-3374 or 


Shown left to right in photo are Danny Potter of Merrimac, playing the role of Bassanio; Orlik Guzman 
of Haverhill, Portia; Jon Moriarty of Amesbury, Antonio; Hannah Heckman-McKenna of Salem, NH, 
Nerissa; and Chris McMullen of Hampstead, NH, Gratiano. 
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New game gives 


players a largely 
cinematic experience 


By Curis MCMULLEN 
Correspondent 


-In an east coast city, a dark storm 
rolls in. Rain falls, first a sprinkle, but 
then as though someone tumed a faucet 
all the way on, the a heavy rain falls 
hard on the barely lit streets. The rain 
pushes playing children and business- 
men returning home inside and under 
cover. But what kind of person does 
this rain pull out into the night? 

A serial killer is on the loose. 
Dubbed the Origami Killer, he drowns 
children in the water the heavy rain 
brings and the only evidence that is left 
behind at each scene is a small origami 
model. 

Ethan Mars, a divorcee and a 
father, now believes his son is the mur- 
derer’s next target and must do every- 
thing he can to stop it. 

Madison Paige, an investigative 
reporter finds herself right in the mid- 
dle of this Origami case, and the only 
way out seems to be to get to the bot- 
tom of it all. 

FBI Agent Norman Jayden has 
been called in as a professional profiler 
to help the local police catch the 
Origami Killer, but can he focus on 
such an important case while fighting 
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meta he - me 


a eee 


his addiction to a heavy painkiller, trip- 
tocaine? 

Private Investigator Scott Shelby 
has been hired by the family of one of 
the Origami Killer's victims to find the 
murderer of their child. But is this 
retired cop too old to keep up with such 
a hard case? 

Sex, car chases, home invasions, 
and rooftop police pursuits drive the 
adrenaline levels up. These four char- 
acters teeter on the edge of life and 
death to the sound of a deluge pound- 
ing on a desperate city. 

Sounds like a cool story to a movie 
right? Well it sort of is. 

The story of the Origami Killer is 
what drives Heavy Rain, which came 
out on the PlayStation 3 on February 
23rd. 

In Heavy Rain, the player follows 
the story of these four characters. The 
player interacts with various prompted 
button presses to do everything from 
brushing Mars' teeth in the morning or 
getting Shelby through a fight with a 
thug. These button presses are as much 
of a game as you will get from Heavy 
Rain. 

Heavy Rain is a production of the 
French gaming studio Quantic Dream. 
The founder and head writer/director of 
Heavy Rain, David Cage, says that it is 
not a game per say, but an ‘interactive 
drama.’ 

“Heavy Rain is a cousin of the 
Choose Your Own Adventure Books,” 
Cage said in an interview with The 
Telegraph. 


Glenn Miller 


Orchestra coming 


to NECC 


By BRITTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


The NECC Alumni 


Association is 


‘Heavy Rain’ is like nothin 


Heavy Rain heavily relies upon its 
story and the player's emotional inter- 
action to deliver an experience like 
nothing else. The purpose of the game 
is to make the player think, question, 
and maybe even regret the split-second 
decisions the game forces upon you. 
These decisions can lead you one step 
closer to catching the killer or can even 
get your character killed. 

One of the big differences Heavy 
Rain has compared to other games is 
the true weight of your decisions. Your 
character can die before the end of the 
game, and if all four characters die then 
the game comes to a premature conclu- 
sion. Also you can't just easily save a 
game and replay events over and over 
until you get the outcome you desire. 
Like in life, when you make a choice 
you are stuck with it. And like real life, 
David Cage says he wishes players will 
only play Heavy Rain once. 

"I would like people to play it once 
... because that’s life. Life you can only 
play once ... I would like people to 
have this experience that way," said 
Cage. "I'm fine [with people reloading 
saves to avoid bad endings], but the 
right way to enjoy Heavy Rain is real- 
ly to make one thing because it's going 
to be your story. It's going to be unique 
to you. It's really the story you decided 
to write ... I think playing it several 
times is also a way to kill the magic of 
it." 

The situations in Heavy Rain real- 
ly do bring different reactions than 
most games do. An example of this is 


g else 


PlayStation 


Courtesy photo | 


Cover art for the new game “Heavy Rain,” released | 


February 23. 


that at one point a character is faced 
with the option of murder. The average 
gamer faces killing all the time in most 
games and will often do it without hes- 
itations. In Heavy Rain however, the 
player has such an emotional invest- 
ment to the story and are so enthralled 
in the experience that they begin to 
question. A study by Quantic Dream 
found that 85% of gamers did not pull 
the trigger. 

The real question is, is this gaming 
experiment going to be successful 
enough to open the door for more 
games like this? Like any industry, it 
will depend on how well the game is 


received and how well it sells. Will this 
game bring in not only gamers but 
newcomers too? 

“Buying Heavy Rain is almost a 
political act,” Cage said. “You can vote 
with your credit card. You can say we 
want the industry to go in this direction. 
And if you don't vote it means ‘no’ - just 
continue to make games based on zom- 
bies and monsters, that's fine.” 

This vote, as Cage puts it, seems 
like the key to hopefully evolving 
videogames from just games in the 
public eye into an interactive media 
that will be comparable to movies or 
books in the public eye. 


bringing the world famous Glenn Miller 
Orchestra to the Collins Center for the 
Performing Arts this September. Known 
for its unique jazz sounds, the Glenn Miller 
Band is considered the most popular band 
of all time. 

The present orchestra was formed in 
1956 and has toured consistently since. 
Playing all around the world, The Glenn 
Miller band plays close to 300 live shows a 
year. This year, NECC is among those who 
will be play host to a show. 

“The Glenn Miller Orchestra is our 
sixth annual signature event presented by 


the NECC Foundation Inc., The Women of 


NECC, and the NECC Alumni Association. 
This event is our yearly signature event 
which benefits our NECC Annual Fund 
Campaign,” said Lori Sherman, who in 
charge of promoting the event 

The NECC Annual Fund helps support 
student scholarships and academic pro- 
grams. 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra event is 
open to the public, and tickets are $35 per 

_. person and $25 with student ID. The show 

will be held Saturday Sept. 11, 2010 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Collins Center in Andover. 

“I know it may seem far away, but it's 
good to make the college community 
aware of it now,” said Libby Jensen, direc- 
tor of alumni and donor relations 

The Collins Center holds approximate- 


ly 1,200 people, and with the popularity of 


the Glenn Miller Orchestra Jensen said she 
expects it to be a big event. 

For more information, or to purchase 
tickets, contact Lori Smerdon at Ismer- 
don@necc.mass.edu. 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College. 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts school offers: 


# Rolling Admissions 

= A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 

# Financial aid (up to $20,000 in merit and other scholarships) 

= 25 academic majors & certificate programs 

= Cutting edge curriculum that will prepare you for the emerging 
green economy. 


Courtesy photo 
The legendary Glenn Miller, 
whose namesake orchestra will 
be performing a fundraising 


Green Mountain College 
One Brennan Circle 
Poultney, VT 05764 


admissions.greenmtn.edu 
800-776-6675 
admiss@greenmtn.edu 
NECC in 


concert for 


September. 


Cans 


COG hosting food 
drive for people in 
. Lazarus House 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


Lately there have been a lot of 
advertisements on TV about people 
starving in America. Most of them 
say that one in eight Americans are 
currently starving. 

According to www.bread.org, a 

| Christian site that was created to 
help end hunger, “More than 49 
million people - including 16.7 mil- 
lion children- live in households 
that experience hunger or the risk 
of hunger. This represents more 
‘|| than one in seven households in the 
‘|| United States (14.6 percent).” 
' Also, according to the same 
Web site, “Research shows that 
'}| preschool and school-aged children 
‘|| who experience severe hunger have 
|| higher levels of chronic illness, 
anxiety and depression, and behav- 
ior problems than children with no 
hunger.” 

If you are someone who wants 
to help out, the Community 
Outreach Group at NECC has pro- 
vided that opportunity. They are 
‘Tunning a food drive. From now 
until Wednesday, April 7, there will 
be boxes located in the Spurk build- 
| ing C-lobby, the library, and in the 
| Behrakis One Stop Student Center 
| to collect food. 

] Only canned goods are allowed 


Learn 


Learn how to prepare 
for an important 
interview 


By FELICIA DAHN 
Correspondent : 


— 


_~ The reason that most of us are at 
| NECC is to obtain a degree that will 
help us reach a goal and find a great 
| job in our desired field. 
| Unfortunately, most college students 
| will lose at least one job opportunity 
| of their lives because of a poor inter- 
| view - don't let that be you. Whether 
you're applying for your dream job, 
an internship, or a part time job at 
|the mall, knowing how to please a 
potential employer is a skill no stu- 
‘dent should be without. Follow these 
expert tips and be sure that your 
degree doesn't go to waste because 
|| of a subpar interview. 
|| All interviews start with an 
application and/or resume that will 
represent who you are, and they need 
to be filled out and presented proper- 
ly. If you are applying for any retail 
position in which they hand you a 
|| paper application over the counter, it 
is never a good idea to fill it out on 
the spot. 


to be donated during this food 
drive. All of the food donated will 
go to the Lazarus House in 
Lawrence,- located on 410 
Hampshire St. 

Here are a few more statistics 
from www.bread.org that show the 
drastic change in hunger rates that 
occured over a year. These rates are 
from 2008 but are still dramatically 
rising due to our economy crisis 
and unemployment rates: 

- 49.1 million people lived in 
food insecure households, an 
increase of 12.9 million from 2007 
to 2008. 

- 17.3 million people lived in 
households that experience hunger, 
an increase of 5.3 million from 
2007 to 2008. 

- 16.7 million children lived in 
food insecure families, an increase 
of 4.2 million from 2007 to 2008. 

To end the April 7 food drive 
and Haiti fundraiser that has been 
going on there will be a talent show 
on that Wednesday. from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the C building lecture 
hall. Admission to the talent show 
can either be a canned good to 
donate for the Lazarus House or 
any monetary donation you can 
afford to help out Haiti. j 

Any students or faculty mem- 
bers are welcome to perform in the 
talent show. Talents can be anything 
from performing music to reading a 
poem. If anyone is interested in 
obtaining a five minute time slot so 
they can show off their talent to 
NECC they can e-mail COG presi- 
dent Reanne Malesky at, 
RTMalesky@yahoo.com. P 


how to 


“I would rather have someone 
who took their time, and I feel like 
people who fill it out immediately 
tush through it,” said Matthew 
Hodge, a manager for Limited 
Brands Inc. 

Hodge explains that most people 
will take the application and fill it 
out in the store, right on the sales 
counter, which takes up work space 
for your employer and likely makes 
them feel uncomfortable. Take the 
application with you and fill it in 
carefully and thoroughly, and be sure 
to ask who to turn your application 
into and when they're available. 

“There is nothing worse than 
someone who comes back with half 
the form left blank,” said Hodge. 

Your resume is the most impor- 
tant tool you have; it can be crafted 
any way you like and can make a 
great impression, but if not done 
properly it can end up in your 
employers trash can next to yester- 
day's bagel. 

Resumes should have a basic 
template and be tailored to fit each 
job. If you are applying for a payroll 
position in a big company, they don't 
need to know that you worked an 
Orange Julius stand for three months 
in high school. The best way to cre- 
ate a professional and original 


Art student gains 
experience while 
studying in Italy 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAY 
Correspondent 


Michael Christie, an exceptional 
art student here at Northern. Essex, 
used his talents to depict the infa- 
mous Italian Count Ugolino while in 
Venice, Italy last summer. 

“Three of my pieces were in the 
Biennale, and one of them was Count 
Ugolino. I did finger paintings with 
oil paint because the head instructor 
in Venice, Ed Smith, encouraged me 
to do so,” Christie explained. 

Count Ugolino was a seemingly 
interesting character to have had the 
pleasure of putting a unique artistic 
spin on. He was said to be an Italian 
Count, leader of Pisa, convicted of 
several heirious crimes. Ugolino was 
ordered by the Archbishop to be 
locked in the Gualandi Tower, later 
called Torre de la Femme or better 
known to us as the “Tower of 
Hunger.” 

Ugolino had been trapped in this 
tower with two of his grandsons and 
two of his sons. The story is still 
unclear to this day. However, it is 
said that Ugolino cannibalized his 
sons and grandsons. During 
Christie's visit to Venice he had come 
across an inspiring sand sculpture 
with the theme “Dante's Inferno.” 
This show is produced by the City Of 
Jesolo, Venice, Italy, and is described 
as a “sculpture opera.”” “Sultans af 
Sand Worldwide” directed and 
designed the entirety of this captivat- 
ing show. Christie's inspiration for 
depicting the Count in oil paint came 
from that sculpture. The sand show 
was held from May to June of 2009. 
The students were fortunate enough 
to arrive in June of 2009. 

Every two years, art students 
have an opportunity to attend and 
participate in this event known as 
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A detail of a paintng created by art student Michael 
Christie while studying in Venice, Italy. 


Biennale in Venice, Italy. Biennale is 
a contemporary art exhibit held every 
two years in Venice. Lindsay 
McCulloch, visual arts faculty mem- 
ber, and her connection with Marist 
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. made 
this opportunity possible. This is not 
a program offered through NECC. 
Four students were originally 
approached with the opportunity, but 
the trip was expensive and two of 
them had to decline. 

“IT would never travel with the 
school again,” Christie said. 

This reason was given not only 
because of the high cost but because 
of meager travel arrangements, hous- 
ing arrangements, and other slightly 
chaotic circumstances. 

“T arrived late and didn't have any 
student housing. I ended up sharing a 
hotel room for a few nights with a 
Russian girl I met on the plane,” said 
Christie. - 

Eventually, he ended up in his 
own small one room apartment for 
the remainder of the trip, which was 
beneficial because he was the only 
student with this favorable circum- 


stance. 

Christie may have always had his 
heart in the art world however, he did 
not always have the opportunity to do 
so. He spent four years in the Air 
Force and never had a chance to 
express himself through his draw- 
ings, but it didn't stop him from 
thinking about it since this has 
always been his passion. 

“IT always knew I liked art. I 
remember having drawing contests 
with my sister when we were in 
kindergarten,” Christie said. 

Christie plans on taking a year off 
from school to travel and mentions 
that he would eventually like to 
attend Massachusetts College of Art 
in Boston. “I would like to walk 
across China and maybe do a Euro 
Valley bike route with a collapsible 
tandem. I would start in Ireland, then 
head towards France, then Italy,” said 
Christie. 

Hopefully Christie will be further 
inspired by his worldwide travels, 
gain more life experience, and create 
future works of art that he can share 
with everyone. 


land that dream job 


resume is to use resume building 
tools online, or check your local area 
for someone who works as a resume 
assistant and can work with you. 

* The most important thing to 
remember on any interview is to 
maintain a sense of professionalism, 
even if the job isn't of a corporate 


caliber. Dress appropriately based on 


what you know of the company, but 
a safe rule is to never wear jeans, 
sneakers, graphic tees, lots of heavy 
jewelry, or perfume. It distracts from 
your skills and focuses on your 
looks. : 

Nobody wants to interview a 
robot with the perfect answers, so try 
to be yourself while still remaining 
collected and qualified. 

“Your interviewer doesn't want 
to hear about your latest boyfriend. 
If you cross that line even the most 
laid-back interviewer might end up 
deciding that your personal life will 
interfere with your work,” said Liza 
Josephson, executive director of the 
Children's Hope Foundation. 

Employers want to get a sense of 
who you would be in their company, 
not who you are while you're in Las 
Vegas celebrating your 21st birth- 
day. And yes, employers will look 
you up on Facebook and other net- 
working sites, so make your settings 


private and keep any pictures of 
yourself of which your grandmother 
wouldn’t approve offline (note: this 
may be a good rule regardless of 
seeking employment). 

Basic rules of social conduct go 
a long way in an interview, so never 
underestimate the power of good 
manners and politeness, within rea- 
son. Always be on time, but try not 
to be more than 5 minutes early. 
Arriving twenty minutes early tells 
your employer that you have to plan 
your whole day around being on 
time, and they will assume that even- 
tually you'll start showing up late. 

If you take one piece of advice 
away from this article, let it be this: 
be prepared. You may think that 
since the interview is all about you, 
you'll be able to pull your answers 
off the top of your head, but employ- 
ers can see right through this. You 
should be able to answer all ques- 
tions in detail and provide specific 
examples from previous work expe- 
rience; never give one word answers. 

Be prepared to ask your inter- 
viewer questions, it shows that you 
have an interest in the position and 
with the company, so be enthusiastic 
and think of at least one question. 
Read up on your position and the 
company beforehand so you'll sound 


informed. Not knowing exactly what 
position you've applied for or what 
the company does is a surefire way 
to sound inexperienced. 
Interview etiquette is simple. 

Be polite and professional. Leave 
your cell phone in your bag or in 
your car. If you receive a text mes- 
sage there is nearly no chance that it 
is an emergency worth jeopardizing 
your interview over. Shake hands, be 
friendly and personable, and have a 
clear understanding of the job and 
how you hope to present yourself. 

Finally, there is one additional 
step to take after the interview that 
will set you apart from the rest, and 
that is follow up. Always, always, 
always, send your interviewer a 
thank you note or email. It will truly 
make them consider you, even if you 
made some minor mistakes in per- 
son. A quick note that expresses your 
appreciation for their time, how nice 
it was meeting them and that you 
look forward to hearing from them 
in the future is all it will take to 
make them think of you as consider- 
ate, polite, and someone who takes 
initiative. This step may not be nec- 
essary when applying for a job at 
Market Basket, but it couldn't hurt. 
Who doesn't like mail, right? 


« 


Steroids have been 
around longer than 
most people believe 


By ToM HANNON 
Correspondent ~ 


Steroids and 
PED's and HGH 
all ring a bell, 
from the novice 
fan to the diehard 
with an 8-year- 
old faded Red 
Sox hat, but even 
the diehards have 
forgotten history and do not know 
when this all started. Jose Canseco 
wrote a book called “Juiced” several 
years ago and that is the only time 
frame people look to, but if you do 
you’ve missed the real story. 

In 1973 and 2002, both now 
MLB Commissioner Bud Selig and 
California Senator Henry Waxman 
were involved in congressional hear- 
ings about steroids in Major League 
Baseball. Just like in 1973 they’ve 
uncovered a problem in the sport and 
MLB had to police itself according to 
Congress. It did this for a while, and 
home runs dropped off for several 
years. The heroes fans blindly 
looked up to in 60's and 70's, very 
well could haye gotten away with 
everything that Mark McGwire, 
Sammy Sosa, Barry Bonds and 
‘Roger Clemens did. 

On May 5, 2005, former major 


leaguer Tom House gave an inter- 
view to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
were he detailed that six of eight 
major league players used steroids. 
“We never felt like we got beat, we 
got out milligrammed,” said House. 
“If a guy beat us we found out what 
he was taking and took it ourselves, 
we took stuff horses would not take.” 

House played on the Atlanta 
Braves, a team that featured three 
players to hit 40 homeruns in 1973, a 
feat that had never before been 
accomplished. That year Dave 
Johnson hit 43 home runs, and only 
118 for his career. Darrel Evans hit 
40 in 1973 and 1987 only (87 was the 
juiced ball season.) The third was 
Hall of Famer Hank Aaron. Aaron 
had an amazing surge in production 
from age 36 to 40, only he and Barry 
Bonds played so well after age 36. In 
the 140 year history of Major League 
Baseball 17,248 men have played the 
sport and only these two performed 
so well after age 36. 

In 1969, Sports Illustrated writer 
Bill Gilbert documents the use of 
steroids in the 1968 World Series, as 
well as a long list of other drugs. In 
fact, Dr. I. C. Middleman, the St. 
Louis Cardinal team doctor who had 
been handing drugs to players such 
as Bob Gibson was the same team 
doctor for St. Louis when McGwire 
broke the homerun record in 1998. 

On March 10, 2010, Nomar 
Garciaparra signed a one day con- 
tract to retire as one of the Boston 
Red Sox. On the radio heard the 
words steroids and PED's. However, 
there is no proof, only hearsay. 


Armed with a Sports Illustrated 
five part article from 1969 and the 
1973 congressional hearings, why 
not ask yourself, how did former Red 
Sox shortstop Rico Petrocelli go 
from 12 home runs in 1968 to 40 in 
1969, then never even hit 30 again in 
his career? How did Carl Yastrzemski 
go from 16 to 44, hit 40 two times in 
a three year period and then never 
touch 30 again? Yastrzemski’s fall off 
came after the 1973 season, the same 
year the hearings were held. The 
facts are there, steroids and PED's 
have been in sports for a long time 
and this group of players got 
exposed, but it was Congress that 
concealed the 1973 meetings, or 
players from that era would be under 
same scrutiny today’s players are 
under. A naive press and public could 
not bring themselves to believe their 
heroes would do such a thing. 

However, before you storm the 
players’ lockers, realize this, in 1990 
baseball franchise values declined for 
the first time in decades, and baseball 
was in trouble. Then the home run 
surge really hit its stride and from 
1995 to 2008 the franchise values 
tripled, attendance grew by 40 per- 
cent and baseball grew to a $6.5 bil- 
lion business. The owners turned a 
blind eye to the supersized players 
and home runs increasing by 15 per- 
cent. They decided to take part 
instead of losing money and keeping 
the game the way it was. 

Just remember, baseball is enter- 
tainment and a big business, this is 
not Little League and just like many 
people taking a drug to perform bet- 


3 and counting 


The UConn women 


haven t lost since the 
2008 season 


By DAN HOGAN 
Correspondent 

, 2 Ri 8] 
» You would 
have to go back 
100 weeks on 
your calender, to 
find the last time 
the University of 
Connecticut 
Huskies Women's 
Basketball team 


lost a game. 

Their spectacular run began on 
Nov. 16, 2008, and for the next 477 
days the Huskies did nothing but 
blow all of its opponents out of the 
building, en-route to a 73 game win 
streak, defeating the school's old 
record by three games. The smallest 
margin of victory during that time 
was ten points. 

The former record was held by 
the 2003 Lady Huskies, who went on 
a 70 game winning streak from 
November 2001 to March 2003. They 
lost to Villanova in the Big east title 
game that year. 

UConn, who finished the regular 
season at 35-0, beating No. 9 West 
Virginia 60-32 on March 9 to win the 
Big East Championship for the third 
consecutive year. 

"We had a lot of miniature goals 
during the entire season,” said Kalana 


Greene. 

Greene earned most-outstanding- 
player honors for the tournament, and 
scored 15 points in the victory over 
West Virgina. 

“Every championship _ that's 
thrown at us, we want to win it. The 
streak can be thrown at us, and if we 
don't win the Big East championship, 
it doesn't mean anything,” said 
Greene. 

UConn dominated West Virginia 
in every possible way, holding West 
Virginia to the lowest point total ever 
in a Big East championship game 
with 32 points. The game was rela- 
tively close in the first half, then 
UConn finished the game with a 27-4 
run over the last 15 minutes of the 
game. 

"If you can hold Connecticut to 
60 points with all the players they 
have you should be in the game," said 
West Virginia coach Mike Carey 
"We struggled to score." 

The season is far from over for 
these Huskies though, five more 
games stand between them and a 
NCAA Championship. 

Many are wondering if this win- 
ning streak will get to the players’ 
heads and cause them to falter on 
there way to winning a second con- 
secutive championship. 

"If you try to think about that on 
a regular basis, the numbers are too 
staggering. There's too much to think 
about. Too much to try to reflect 
upon," said Head Coach Geno 
Auriemma. 

“Losing is not even in my mind,” 
said Greene. "We're trying to win 


Center Tina Charles has 
dominated all season. 


every game, and we're prepared to 
win, always. If you prepare at the 
beginning of the season to win every 
game, if we say we're going to rise to 
that challenge, that's how we think." 

If the Lady Huskies can stay 
focuse, and ride this out to'the end to 
finish a perfect season, expect them 
to make a run at the John Wooden’s 
UCLA Men's Basketball team, who 
hold the record with an 88 game win- 
ning streak. 


Jose Canseco and Barry Bonds are two of the biggest 
names that have been associated with steroid use. 


ter at work, around the house or even 
in the bedroom that is all these play- 
ers did, they followed the culture. 
Jose Canseco, as much as he wants to 
take credit, did not introduce steroids 
into baseball, and you can rest 


There’ 


assured that Manny Ramirez won't be 
the last guy to use them either. 

When asked his opinion on 
steroids former Red Sox General 
Manager, Dan Duquette said, “they 
work very effectively.” 


S ho 


‘TY in team 


Roman is yet another 
great player from the 
Dominical Republic 


BY JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


First year 
Northern Essex 


is no 
stranger to the 
game of base- 
ball. He comes 
from a nation 
that's famous for 
producing some of the best players in 
the world. Players such as Albert 
Pujols, Hanley Ramirez, Robinson 
Cano, Edinson Volquez all emanate 
from the small island nation. Roman 
started playing baseball when he was 
just six years old, playing ball with 
his father in the Dominican Republic. 

Years later Roman is still playing 
the game he loves and is a pitcher and 
third baseman for the NECC Knights. 

Roman is a skilled pitcher who 
throws in the mid to high 80's. His 
pitching repertoire is made up of 
three pitches: a fastball, curveball and 
a changeup. He sees himself as 


resembling former Red Sox great, 
and fellow Dominican Pedro 
Martinez. Not surprisingly, Roman 
has a very good changeup. Martinez 
was famous for his devastating 
changeup that would freeze even the 
best hitters. 

Roman is a power hitter and 
when he steps to the plate he is 
always aiming for the fences because 
people like to see balls fly out of the 
park because “Chicks dig the long 
ball.” 

Roman has a few ambitious goals 
he wants to accomplish in his first 
year at Northern Essex. Roman isn't 
worried about individual accomplish- 
ments or impressive numbers, instead 
he is more concerned with the teams 
success. He said his two goals for the 
season, to win the conference cham- 
pionship and the NJCAA tournament 
in Texas. His goals reflect Head 
Coach Chris Shanahan's focus this 
year. Shanahan has preached team 
unity and solidarity instead of indi- 
vidual recognition. 

“Chemistry and make or break a 
team,” said Shanahan. 

It won't be easy, but if Roman 
focuses on his goals then the Knights 
might just end up hoisting the trophy 
this spring. 


All eyes on Augusta 


Tiger Woods will 
return to golf at the 
2010 Masters 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 


Throughout 
all of his recent 
scandals, Tiger 
Woods has left 
one big question 
unanswered: 
When will he 
") return to the 
2 » ~ game of golf? 
-Woods finally answered that 
question when he announced he 
would return to the PGA Tour at the 
2010 Masters Tournament at Augusta 
National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. 
The move comes as no surprise, 
especially considering Woods’ histo- 
ry at the event. 

"The Masters is where I won my 
first major, and I view this tourna- 
ment with great respect. After a long 
and necessary time away from the 
game, I feel like I'm ready to start my 
season at Augusta,” said Woods. 

Woods has won the Masters four 
times: 1997, 2001, 2002 and 2005. 
Woods claimed his first green jacket 
in 1997. That year Woods dominated 
the tournament, becoming the 
youngest Masters champion at just 
21 years of age and set the all-time 
scoring record at 18-under par. 


Major championships have 
always been a place for Woods to dis- 
play his talent winning 14 majors in 
all, second only to Jack Nicklaus’ 18. 

"The major championships have 
always been a special focus in my 
career and, as a professional, I think 
Augusta is where I need to be, even 
though it's been awhile since I last 
played,” said Woods. 

In addition to his success at 
Augusta National, Woods chose to 
return there because of the tight secu- 
rity and seclusion that can only be 
achieve there. Augusta National is 
known for its controlled and tranquil 
environment. Crowds are polite and 
respectful and rowdy fans are not tol- 
erated. The course also limits the 
amount of media allowed into the 
event. Only those with. authorized 
Masters badges are admitted. 

Bill Payne, chairman of the 
Masters and Augusta National, 
offered Woods support, saying that 
both he and the club are behind his 
decision to return to professional golf 
at the Masters. 

"We support Tiger's decision to 
return to competitive golf beginning 
at this year's Masters Tournament," 
said Payne. "Additionally, we sup- 
port and encourage his stated com- 
mitment to continue the significant 
work required to rebuild his personal 
and professional life." 

Woods’ return to the Masters also 
marks the return of professional golf 
to mainstream America. Without 
Woods, television ratings fell dramat- 
ically and the PGA was left searching 


_ for someone else to take his place, 


but there's only one Tiger Woods. 

Television executives are expect- 
ing a huge boom in ratings due to 
Woods’ return. 

"My only prediction is when he 
comes back, it will be, other than the 
Obama inauguration, one of if not the 
biggest media spectacle in recent 
memory," said Sean McManus, pres- 
ident of CBS Sports. 

Others in television also echoed 
McManus’ prediction of a massive 
television audience. 

Former CBS Sports President 
Neal Pilson said the event might 
receive a 16-18 rating if Woods is in 
contention on the final day. 

"T don't think it would do a 20, 
but it might," said Pilson. "There will 
be so much media focus on Tiger, 
especially if by Sunday if he's back 
again and leading and at the top of 
the leader board or close to it." 

The final round of last year’s 
Masters averaged 14.3 million view- 
ers and this year could be much larg- 
er. 

"Tiger's return to competitive 
golf at this year's Masters 
Tournament will surely be one of the 
biggest stories the sporting world has 
seen," said John Wildhack, ESPN 
executive vice president. 

Only time will tell if Woods will 
be able to keep his composure with 
millions of people watching and 
return the form he was at prior to 
leaving the game, and possibly win 
his fifth green jacket. 


More than just money 


Athletes have 
donated millions to 


help those in need 


By TomM BUTTNER 
Correspondent 


Even as ath- 
lete's _ salaries 
increase, they're 
using this money 
o help others. 
Scott Fujita, 
Slinebacker for 
the New Orleans 
Saints gave half 
i of his Super 
Bowl check to charity and the other 
half to relief efforts in Haiti. 

Athletes also start their own 
charity organizations to help others. 
7-time Tour de France winning 
Lance Armstrong founded the Lance 
Armstrong Foundation to help peo- 
ple suffering from cancer. Former 
New England Patriot Richard 
Seymour started the Richard 
Seymour Blessing God's Children 
Foundation. The organization holds 
youth camps and health fairs for 
children. 

“TJ have so much, so why not 
give back to people who don't have 
as much,” said Ben Roethlisberger, 
quarterback for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

His charity helps provide com- 
panion dogs for the blind, the dis- 
abled and emergency personnel. 

The National Football League 
has an award, the Walter Payton 
Man of the Year Award that recog- 


MCT Campus photo 


Lance Armstrong’s foundation was founded in 1997 
to help people prevent and fight cancer. 


nizes players who not only excel on 
the field, but also volunteer their 
time and do charity work. Many 
great players like Drew Brees, Kurt 
Warner and Peyton Manning have 
won this award. Most recently 
offensive guard Brian Waters won 
this award for his 54 foundation, 
which awards 82 college scholar- 
ships to low-income students. He 
also conducts back-to-school pro- 
grams and works with the Special 
Olympics. 

As it seems like there are disas- 
ters every day now, the world could 
use athletes like Waters to help out 
with the work. Athletes don't need to 
have 15 million dollar contracts. 
Giving some of that money to less 
fortunate people is the right thing to 
do. 


Athletes like Tiger Woods give 
back. According to lifewhile.com, in 
2009 Woods gave $1.35 million to 
the Tiger Woods Learning Center in 
Orange County, Calif. His founda- 
tion helps kids think about advanc- 
ing their education through after- 
school classes that explore future 
careers. 

"Golf has been merely a vehicle 
for me to gain awareness for our 
foundation," said Woods. "I will not 
be remembered for hitting high 
draws and fades but because of the 
people I was able to help and whose 
lives I can change in a positive 
way." 

All athletes should give back to 
their communities and helps out oth- 
ers who are less fortunate then them. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who has the most 
hits in MLB history? 


2. From 1960-1969 
how many 
championships did 
the Celtics win? 


3. How many wins in 
Josh Beckett have 
in the 2009 season? 


4. Which team holds 
the number one 
overall pick in the 
2010 NFL draft? 


5. When was the last 
time the Bruins won 
the Stanley Cup? 
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ARIES (March 21- 
2 fs April 20) Image: After a 
dramatic _ thunderstorm, 
Aries gentle rays of sunshine 
Message: Retuming home. 
Physical attraction and sensuality are 
compelling over the next few days. 
Loved ones and potential mates will 
now ask for greater involvement in your 
daily life or family commitments. In the 
coming weeks powerful emotions will 
dictate the outcome of key relationships. 
Be prepared to make serious and lasting 
decisions. Thursday through Saturday 
small home repairs and minor renova- 
tions may prove costly. Pace yourself: 
friends or relatives will expect steady 
dedication. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Image: At the base 
of a huge cliff, a skilled 
Taurus climber lacing his boots 
Message: Solid foundations. Early this 
week family alliances may be chal- 
lenged. Younger relatives now need 
extra time to establish their social values 
and priorities. Expect home relations to 
be briefly strained or disrupted. No seri- 
ous or lasting affects can be expected, so 
not to worry. Do, however, argue for 
calm consideration and new group 
rules. After Friday many Taureans begin 
several weeks of fast business demands 
and complex workplace assignments. 
Remain patient: there's much to learn. 


Geminé Sailing out to sea Message: 
Fresh challenges. 
Workplace discussions will this week 
reveal valuable career options. Explore 
unique business contacts through 
friends or new colleagues. In the com- 
ing weeks secondary incomes sources 
and rare job offers are a continuing 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
21) Image: With newly 
mended nets, a fisherman 


BUSINESS * 


CULINARY ARTS * 


theme. Wednesday through Saturday 


highlights last minute romantic or social 
invitations. Potential relationships may 
be difficult to resist: remain diplomatic. 
Late this weekend ask loved ones for 
special consideration. New habits take 
time to establish. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Image: On the high 
sea, a seasoned captain at 
the helm Message: Taking 
control. Late cancellations 
or last minute invitations may cause 
minor tensions this week. Social rela- 
tionships, although positive, may now 
experience a brief phase of frustration. 
Avoid bold public comments or group 
discussions. Close friends or trusted col- 
leagues will not adopt new attitudes. 
After mid-week pay special attention to 
the subtle proposals from business offi- 
cials or potential employers. Complex 
career opportunities may soon develop: 


Q° 


Cancer 


expect unusual breakthroughs. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22 
SQ Image: In a sunny park, joy- 
ful children giggling 
1é0 Message: Circles of involve- 
ment. Friends, lovers or 


close relatives will this week acknowl- 
edge your emotional dedication. Watch 
for a new era of group acceptance and 
shared goals to soon arrive. Many Leos 
will now leave outdated relationships 
and painful memories in the past. If so, 
expect loved ones to provide obvious 
encouragement. A fter Thursday a recent 
business proposal may be postponed. 


- Ask for detailed explanations and wait 


for officials to provide new outlets. 
Confidence will be rewarded. 


mn 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Image: After mid- 
night, a songbird gently 
cooing Message: 


HOSPITALITY « 


Resounding empathy. Romantic over- 
tures are passionate and highly distract- 
ing this week. New attractions will soon 
lead to unexpected choices. Some 
Virgos, especially those bor after 
August 29th, will also experience fast 
proposals or sudden home changes. 
Remain dedicated to shared family 
goals and all will be well. Thursday 
through Saturday accents candid discus- 
sions with relatives, roommates or trust- 
ed friends. Ask for reliable time sched- 
ules and concrete home promises: deci- 
sive action is needed. 


fe 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Image: Inside a fat oys- 
ter, a tiny white pearl 
Message: Constant pres- 
sure. Financial records and 
legal permissions are accented over the 
next few days. Finalize all outstanding 
documents as soon as possible. At pres- 
ent, potential employers or team leaders 
will announce vital schedule and proce- 
dural changes. Don't hesitate to take 
action. New business alliances are 
strongly favored. Later this week an 
unexpected romantic invitation may 
trigger a brief but annoying triangle. 
Reassure friends of your continuing loy- 
alty: tensions may be high. 

Nov. 22) Image: At a chil- 


I i dren's festival, a tiny clown 
Scorpio wearing gigantic red shoes 
Message: Making strides. 

Delayed job negotiations now demand 
completion. Established roles, if 
allowed to continue, will soon create 
unnecessary strain. Before mid-week 
workplace jealousy, seniority and pre- 
ferred assignments may all be at issue. 
Offer creative solutions. Your sugges- 
tions are valuable and accurate. After 
Thursday some Scorpios may be asked 
to explain the recent actions of a friend 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


TECHNOLOGY 


or relative. If so, remain detached: pri- 


vate agendas or hidden information may 
prove bothersome. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) Image: Inside 
a bee's hive, a network of 
Sagittarius hidden chambers Message: 
Complex environments. 
Facts, dates and social promises will 
soon be proven misleading. Monday 
through Wednesday ask for detailed 
information and take time to verify all 
vital information. Before next week 
close colleagues and friends are emo- 
tionally unpredictable: expect unusual 
reversals, boldly expressed opinions and 
last minute cancellations. Late this week 
a surprising romantic attraction may 
strain a new friendship. If so, wait for 
clear signals: at present fast flirtations 
may be difficult to explain. 
22-Jan. 20) Image: In a 


re) 

: country kitchen, a large bas- 
Capricort ket of spring vegetables 
Message: Bounty. Career opportunities 
may now arrive for unlikely sources. 
Government agencies, large corpora- 
tions and financial institutes are all 
accented. Early this week carefully eval- 
uate all long- term expectations. 
Potential employers will demand com- 
plete dedication and a concrete expres- 
sion of loyalty. After Thursday some 
Capricoms may experience a powerful 
wave of romantic attraction. A new love 
affair may quickly develop: if so, stay 
focused on shared values. 


CAPRICORN = (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Ww Feb. 19) Image: After a long 

¥ joumey, a space ship land- 
Aquarius ing on the moon Message: 
Discovery. Over the next 

few days business delays may be costly 
and unavoidable. Private records, com- 


pleted applications or legal information 
will require a special effort. Don't avoid 
complex or annoying duties. Loved 
ones or close relatives are now relying 
on your ability to finalize small details. 
After mid-week a friend or distant rela- 
tive may ask for detailed explanations or 
complex decisions. Remain. cheerfully 
vague: at present emotional choices 
may require deep thought. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
} March 20) Image: A mata- 
dor enters the arena, crowd 
cheering Message: 
Confident moves. Creativity 
and rekindled friendship are now capti- 
vating. Many Pisceans will this week 
adopt new social interests and an atti- 
tude of cultural exploration. Exotic or 
distant relationships may be a key moti- 
vation. Stay alert and carefully examine 
all fresh ideals or romantic proposals. 
Wednesday through Saturday take extra 
time to verify financial information or 
legal agreements. Signed documents 
may provide misinformation. Remain 
determined and expect complex negoti- 
ations. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week...mis- 
communications between friends and 
broken romantic promises ‘will be 
steadily resolved over the next 4 to 5 
weeks. Don't look back. After mid- 
March a powerful era of serious com- 
mitment and renewed intimacy begins. 
Almost 6 years of romantic isolation or 
social disappointment will soon dra- 
matically end. Use this time to estab- 
lish a solid understanding between 
loved ones. Long-term commitments 
will move rapidly forward over the 
summer months. After July 18th job 
change may be inevitable. Respond 
quickly to the unrealistic demands of 
authority figures. 


It’s not where you start... 
it’s where you finish. 


By now, you probably know more about what you want ina 


college, or at least what you don't want. 


More than 500 students transfer to JWU because they want one 


thing more than anything else — a community where faculty, 


students and administrators share a common goal; a strong drive to 


succeed. 


We're driven to offer individual arcention that leads to a truly 


rewarding career, choosing the right job with the right company 
upon graduation. JWU students are driven to select the right 
classes, projects, internships and experiences they need to guarantee 


success in their career path. 


Driven to succeed. That's what our transfer students expect from us, 
and from themselves. What they don't expect is how much fun it is 
0 live and learn in Providence. Or the seamless cransfer of credits, 
Or the number of scholarships available to transfer students. 


Make the rest of your college experience an experience of a lifetime. 


We'll make sure it comes with experience fora lifetime. 


JOHNSON & WALES 


UN I 


¥-&. £5. ey 


Providence, Rhode Island 


1-800-342-5598 


www.jwu.edu 


vsilva@jwu.edu 


{ 


Z saat 


Stranger Than Fiction # 
Flash Drive Trouble 


| ! 
(This kid doesn’t know how 
to work a flash drive? ro 


In the side of the 
monitor.:. In the 
side... No! No! GRRRR 
In 

the side of 


5 “__: Miami” 
Sa NEE SEC 8 Actress Spelling 
13 “Hee __” 


14 ___ the kill; there for the best part 
15 Tracey or Missy 

16 Actress Thurman 

17 Tilly and Ryan 

18 Sullivan and Begley 

19 Panorama 

21 Actress __ Thompson 

22 Estrada of “CHiPs” 

24 __ Hatcher 

26 Actress Dunaway and others 
28 “Waiting for __”; play by Odets 


itor! Really please 31 Egg on 
a sont ¥ 32 Close by 
bri! bi if + 33 Chutzpah 
at was jus “ » 
embarrassing! The End 35 “For __ sake! 


36 Prefix for space or dynamics 
38 Role on “The Cosby Show” 
39 “According to __” 

41 Quick 

43 Scientist's workplace 


I2/ov/oF 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


46 “A Farewell to __”; Gary Cooper 
film based on a Hemingway tale 

48 Street paver’s substance 

49 “No __ for Sergeants” 

50 “How __ Your Mother” 

51 Actress Arden 

52 “Crossing __ with John Edward” 

53 Phyllis’ unseen hubby on “The 
Mary Tyler Moore Show” 

54 “__ and Stacey” 

55 ___ up; confined 


DOWN 

Theater box 

Like peas in __ 

Star of “Hank” 

Finish 

Zachary Levi series 
“Time, Next Year”; Alan 
Alda/Ellen Burstyn movie 

7 “All ___ for Christmas is my...” 
8 Conway or Allen 

9 Long-running daytime serial 
10 Become furious 

11 “__ Wonderful Life” 

19 Mary-Kate, to Ashley 

20 Snakelike fish 

23 “Superman” actor Christopher __ 
25 Ms. Zellweger 

26 “__ With Dick and Jane” 


Ounnwn— 


I wish I HA0 
SOMEONE WHo 
CoOULO TAKE MY 
BREATH AWay, 


Someone WHO 
COULO MAKE ME 
GO “4“EAH!" 


(c) 2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


27 “Car 54, Where __ You?” 
29 Edison’s monogram 

30 Calendar periods: abbr. 

34 Slip up 

35 Advanced degree, for short 
37 Like Cheerios 


” 38 Exhausted 


39 Convict’s home 

40 “la Douce” 

42 __ the way; go ahead of others 
44 Sherman Hemsley sitcom 

45 Ernie’s pal 

47 Wall and Easy: abbr. 

49 “America’s Next __ Model” 


< 
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Wednesday, March 31, 2010 


Stella Evans: I’m from Buenos Aires, Argentina. | came to the 


cation. When | started out, | had to work three jobs without 
knowing much English and my life as a single mother was very 
hard economically. | enrolled in ESL at NECC. After three 
years, | will graduate in May 2011 with an Associate’s Degree 
in Education. After graduation, | am planning to transfer to 
Salem State College to get a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish. 


Frank Ortiz: | was born in 1983 in Methuen and in 1990 
moved to the Dominican Republic (DR) because my Dad 

"| wanted us to grow up with an understanding of Dominican 
culture. In 1997, we moved back to the U.S. looking for a more 
‘ secure future. | returned to the OR briefly and | am now back 

s] in Massachusetts, married for three years and looking to relo- 
| cate to Miami. 


Reel Yeimy Medina: | was born in the Dominican Republic and 
: ~ raised on the Dutch Island of Curacao from the age of 10-18. 
At 18, | immigrated to the U.S, to live with my mom and sib- 
fed lings in Methuen. At 27, | was laid off from my job and en- 

WM rolled in NECC’s accelerated business program last fall. After 
r% starting the program, | secured a job as a public housing man- 
ager for 200 units operated by the Methuen Housing Author- 
ity. | hope to go for my Bachelor's degree in Business Man- 
agement. 


Immigrant Students Talk About Their Experiences at NECC 


U.S. 12 years ago to have the opportunity to continue my edu- 


12:00 — 1:00 in E-155, Haverhill 


Aime Jean Marie Kouadio: | was born in West Africa. My 
primary language is French. | came to the US in 2000 to 
study and seek more opportunities. In 2007, | came to NECC 
after a semester at Middlesex Community College. It was the 
Direct Support Certificate program that brought me to NECC. 
| was motivated by the agency | am working in. | plan to 
graduate in May with an Associate’s degree in Human Ser- 
vices and pursue a Bachelor of Arts degree at UMass Lowell. 


Gladys Martinez: | am 20 years old and have lived in Law- 
rence for the past eight years. | was born in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
| came to the U.S. with my family when | was 12 years old. | 
am the youngest of 5 children and the first one in my family 
to go to college. | plan to major in Business Management 


Fi and Accounting at NECC and then transfer to a 4 year col- 
7 


Herinell Linares: | was born and raised in the Dominican 
Republic until | was 17-years old. By then, | was already fin- 
ished high school. | came to the U.S, in October 2006. As 
soon as | got here, | wanted to go to college because | knew 
that | had to learn English before | had the chance to study 
anything else. Right now | am studying engineering science 
and | plan to transfer to a four-year college a soon as | gradu- 
ate. 


All NECC faculty, staff, and students are welcome to attend. For more information, contact Christine DeRosa 
in the Office of Faculty and Staff Development at 978-556-3960 or cderosa@necc.mass.edu. 
Sponsored by: The Diversity Committee 


www.suffolk.edu/summer 


SUMMER I: 
Day: May 17 - June 24 
Evening: May 17 - July 2 


SUMMER II: 
Day: July 6 - August 13 
Evening: July 6 - August 2 


Enjoy Boston. 


Earn credit. 


Accelerate your studies with a Suffolk Summer Program. 


Suffolk University welcomes visiting undergraduate and graduate students to 
attend summer classes in the heart of Boston. 

w Earn credit on campus, online, or abroad : 

= Choose courses in the College of Arts & Sciences and Sawyer Business School 
mw Take a 2-week Summer Institute course 

@ Study abroad in exciting 2-6 week programs in Paris, Madrid, London and more 


